
                      OFFICIAL          MINUTES 

      COMMISSION     OF     THE     CITY     OF     BRUNSWICK,      

GEORGIA 

                     REGULAR                         MEETING 

                     8:30  A.M.  MAY  02,   2001 

 

PRESENT: His Honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Roosevelt Lawrence, Harold 

E. Jennings and Doris A. Davis. 

 

ABSENT: Commissioners Jonathan Williams. 

 

INVOCATION: Commissioner Jennings gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

MINUTES: Adopt minutes from the April 18, 2001 meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and  Commissioner  Jennings  

seconded 

the motion approving the minutes of the meeting of April 18, 2001. The 

motion 

passed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR REZONING. 

 

APPLICATIONS PRESENTED: 

 

Alex Hall, Hall Heating and Air, requesting to rezone the corner of 

Newcastle 

Street and "S" Street from GR (General Residential District) to HC 

(Highway 

Commercial). 

 

This being the date, time and place for Public Hearing to rezone New Town 

Lot 

No. 620 from GR (General Residential District) to HC (Highway Commercial 

District). 

 

Alex Hall requested that New Town Lot No. 620 be rezoned from General 

Residential District to Highway Commercial District so that Lot No. 620 

would be 

zoned the same as lots 614 - 619, the property he would be purchasing 

from his 

son-inqaw. He pointed out that he does not have any plans at this time to 

construct 

any building on the property. 

 

Mayor Brown asked if anyone was present to speak about the proposed 

rezoning. 

There was no one present to speak about the rezoning. 

 

Randy and Joni Crews requesting to rezone 2900 Parkwood Drive from R-9 

Single Family Residential to MED, Medical District. 



 

This being the date, time and place for public hearing to rezone Home 

site lot No. 

31, 2900 Parkwood Drive from R-9, One Family Residential District to MED, 

Medial District. 

 

Attorney Wallace Harrell representing Randy and Joni Crews requested that 

the 

City rezone 2900 Parkwood Drive to MED, Medical District, Attorney 

Harrell 

submitted picture charts showing the current condition of the structure 

on 

 

 



Parkwood Drive. He pointed out that the old structure would be replaced 

with a 

state of the art medical pathology lab. Attorney Harrell stated that Dr. 

Godbey 

would operate the pathology lab, which is in walking distance of the 

Southeast 

Georgia Regional Medical Center. Dr. Godbey is expected to employ 20 to 

25 

persons. 

 

Attorney Harrell stated that the property is located in the middle of 

Parkwood 

Drive and submitted a sketch of the proposed pathology building. 

 

Attorney Harrell submitted petitions signed by neighbors who approved of 

the 

proposed rezoning. 

 

Commissioner Jennings stated that the Commission is waiting on the 

hospital to 

submit an updated hospital area use plan. Commissioner Jennings mentioned 

that 

he would like to see the 25 jobs filled with people who live in the City. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence stated that he agreed with Commissioner Jennings 

pointing out that ninety-nine percent of people who work in Brunswick do 

not live 

in Brunswick. Commissioner Lawrence stated that they must look at the 

best 

interest of the City. 

 

Attorney Harrell stated that the employees may not live in the City, but 

may come 

in the City. 

 

The City Attorney stated that this was the first of two hearings 

scheduled for the 

proposed rezoning. He stated that the next Commission meeting scheduled 

for 

May 16th would be rescheduled. He suggested that the next public hearing 

be held 

on June 6, 2001. He mentioned that public hearings must be held at a 

regular 

Commission Meeting and not a rescheduled meeting. 

 

DELEGATION 

 

   1)    Ronnie Perry, Perry Realty Company, Inc., requesting City to 

         consider abandoning Wilson Avenue. 

 

Ronnie Perry, Perry Realty Company, Inc., representing Brunswick Retail 

Associates, LLC appeared before the Commission to request that the City 

abandon 



the unopened portion of Wilson Avenue adjacent to the old Deck property 

in their 

favor. Mr. Perry gave some history about the property where the old Deck 

Restaurant was located. He stated that the current owner has invested a 

little over 

one and a half million dollars on the project. During the planning 

process of the 

project the last 18-24 months there has been numerous meetings with the 

Department of Transportation, City Official and the Developer to create 

access to 

this piece of property on Highway 17. He pointed out that the access was 

moved    - 

north to the Wilson Avenue right-of-way and this serves as the only 

access into the 

property on Highway 17. Mr. Perry stated that the developer is willing to 

bear the 

expense of building the interchange if the City abandons the property. 

 

 There are two businesses under contract that will be ready to start 

construction 

 within 60 to 90 days, which would generate about another one million  

seven 

 hundred thousand dollars in businesses for the City of Brunswick. Mr. 

Perry 

 pointed out that this comer was an eye sore for a long time. The 

property has been 
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cleaned up and looks nice and it can be turned into a very nice tax base 

for the City 

of Brunswick. 

 

Mayor Brown asked the City Attorney to clarify what the process should be 

in this 

regard. 

 

The City Attorney stated that the process is determining if it is in the 

Public 

interest to abandon the street. The street would not actually be 

abandoned to 

anybody. The abandoned street would become surplus property and the City 

would dispose of it in accordance to state law. He pointed out that state 

law 

requires that the City give written notice not only to Mr. Perry's 

client, but also to 

the other abutting landowners. There is a landowner on the Northside of 

this 

unopened street where the Texaco station is located and the City would 

have to 

consider the rights of that person too. Under state law the City must 

give a written 

notice to both of them for equal opportunity to acquire this property. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence asked if the property is placed on as an open bid 

to the 

two property owners can anyone else bid on the property. 

 

The City Attorney stated that state law requires that the City give a 

written notice 

to the two abutting landowners and they would have an opportunity to 

purchase the 

land first. If neither of the property owners wants to bid on the 

property then it 

goes public. He pointed out that it is actually a two-step process. 

 

Commissioner Jennings asked the City Attorney to give another alternative 

for 

opening up the road. 

 

The City Attorney explained that the City Could actually come in and open 

up 

Wilson Avenue although it has not been opened up in the past. This is a 

road that 

never existed except on paper. The road was platted back in 1918 when 

Maritime 

Subdivision was mapped out. It never developed as a subdivision, come 55 

or 60 

building lots was there. The Deck property, Golden Isles Motel property 

and Mr. 

Perry's client has acquired the property which takes up most of those old 

building 



lots it was never developed. Maritime Roadway was an avenue and it was 

never 

opened up it was actually deeded back and this is a road to nowhere. If 

the City 

opens up this road it would extend to Ward Street, which is the road that 

runs 

roughly north, south between the old WMOG Radio Station property. It 

doesn't go 

far it goes halfway back to the East towards Ward Street. If the City 

does that the 

street would have to be paved and the City would need to consider the 

responsibility of the Engineering cost to maintain the street. 

 

Commissioner Jennings asked if the Commission would have to make a 

decision in 

two weeks. 

 

The City Attorney mentioned that the Commission could make a 

determination of 

the abandonment now and the City would have to dispose of it in 

accordance to 

state law, which will require a written notice to both of the parties. 

 

Commissioner Davis asked if the City had any sewer lines or anything else 

on that 

property. 

 

The City Attorney stated that is not aware of any sewer lines on the 

property. 

 

 



Commissioner Lawrence recommended that the City Manager or someone else 

come up with a minimum bid. He expressed his concerns about the property 

being 

bided for $150.00. 

 

The City Attomey suggested that it would be good to send a written notice 

with the 

minimum acceptable bid. 

 

Commissioner Jennings pointed out that the property is very valuable and 

both 

property owners would have egress at the rear of their business. 

 

Mayor Brown stated that it would be appropriate for the Commission to 

make a 

motion if the property would be abandoned and also direct the City 

Manager to set 

a minimum bid. 

 

Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner Lawrence  seconded  

the 

motion authorizing the City Manager to set a minimum bid for abandonment 

of the 

property on old Wilson Avenue. 

 

David Givens stated that he was employed by  Mr.  Anderson.  He  felt  

like 

something kind of fishy was going on because Mr. Anderson receive a 

notice to 

remove his vehicles off the property. He pointed out that Mr. Anderson 

wrote the 

City requesting to use the vacant lot in 1999. He stated that they did 

not know 

about this morning's meeting. He mentioned that it was kind of odd 

because Mr. 

Endicott was not notified about the meeting. 

 

Mr. Givens asked if it was possible to open up Wilson Avenue to Ward 

Street.      -- 

The City Attorney stated that opening up the Street would involve 

inquiring 

additional property on the Eastside. 

 

Mr. Anderson asked why the City did not notify him. A letter was hand 

delivered 

asking him to move his vehicles, but he was not notified about the 

meeting this 

morning. He mentioned it seemed kind of fishy and wanted to know  what  

was 

going on. 

 

 The City Attorney asked Mr. Anderson the name of the other property 

owner. Mr. 

 Anderson stated that Mr. Endicott owns the back lot behind his business. 



 

 Commissioner Lawrence asked if Mr. Endicott would be affected by the 

sale of the 

 property. Mr. Anderson stated that Mr. Endicott owns the back lot behind 

his 

 business. 

 

 Commissioner Lawrence asked if Mr. Endicott would be affected by the 

sale of the 

 property. Mr. Anderson stated that Mr. Endicott should have some concern 

if the 

 road goes all the way to Ward Street. 

 

 The City Attorney stated that the abandoned property would not go all 

the way to 

 Ward Street it will stop halfway. Depending on where Mr. Endicott 

property is he 

 may or may not be affected. It may be between Mr. Perry's  client  and  

Mr. 

 Anderson to bid on the property. He stated that a year and a half  ago  

Mr. 

 Anderson did ask for the opportunity to acquire this road and this would 

be a good 

 opportunity to acquire it. 

 

 



       Mayor Brown stated that he looked over the portion of the minutes 

where Mr. 

       Anderson wanted the City to abandon the property to him. He 

mentioned that both 

       parties should be notified concerning the abandonment. 

 

       Mr. Anderson mentioned if he is successful in acquiring the 

property no one may 

       have access to it. The City Attorney stated that Mr. Anderson 

would be the owner 

       and no one would have access to his property. The City Attorney 

pointed out that 

       the property he acquires would be an extension to the property he 

currently owns. 

 

       Commissioner Jennings mentioned that the City always protected Mr. 

Anderson 

       anytime this came up. HE also mentioned that the Commission has 

been pretty 

       nice allowing Mr. Anderson the use of that property for eleven 

years. 

 

           2)    Jean Brown and Jaime Herrington in reference to a 

proposed 

                 Halfway House on the corner of "S" and Wolfe Street. 

 

        Jean Brown and Jamie Herrington appeared before the Commission to 

request that 

        the City do not allow an alcoholic center to operate in their 

neighborhood. Ms. 

        Herrington stated that residents worry that the resident is about 

to be a halfway 

        house for alcoholics and drug addicts. She pointed out that for 

60 years this has 

        been a relative nice neighborhood to live in. She stated that 

having worked with 

        alcoholics and drug addicts they find that this could be kind of 

detrimental to the 

        neighborhood. This neighborhood is an old established 

neighborhood a and 

        charter should be on file with information that the area from "Q" 

Street to 4th Street 

        has been zoned residential for single-family dwelling purposes 

and it also 

..-.    stipulates that there are to be no duplexes built in that area. 

She mentioned that 

        they have not been able to locate the owners of the property. She 

pointed out that 

        little children live in the area and they are very concerned 

about that. She asked 

        that they get some kind of recognition pertaining to this and 

objected to placing an 

        alcoholic and drug addiction center in their neighborhood where 

senior citizens in 



        their 70's and 80's live. She was assured by the City Manager 

that the City 

        Attorney would check into this matter. 

 

       Mayor Brown asked if the property was zoned General Residential.  

The  City 

       Attorney stated that he would have to look at the zoning map to 

find out the zoning 

       of the property. The City Attorney stated if the property is zoned  

General 

       Residential the owner can place a halfway house there. If the 

property is zoned R- 

       9 for Single Family Residential District then no more than five 

people can live at 

       that residence. The City Attorney stated that he would have to 

look at the zoning 

       map to determine the zoning of that property. 

 

       Mayor Brown instructed the City to send a letter to the property 

owner from the 

       Commission stating that they are not supportive of them  moving  

into  this 

       neighborhood in the City and strongly urge them to find another 

location for that. 

 

       Commissioner Jennings recalled getting phone calls concerning this 

matter. He 

       asked the City Attorney to contact Gateway and the Department of 

Family and 

       Children and ask them to contact the City as a courtesy anytime a 

group home is 

       located in the City. He mentioned that there are places in 

Brunswick zoned for 

       group homes. 

 

 



Commissioner Lawrence asked if this would establish a business of some 

kind. 

The City Attorney stated that he was not sure if a group home would be a 

business 

if it is non-profit 

 

The City Manager stated that a Group Home could be placed in a General 

Commercial zone if he is not mistaken. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence stated that the Commission must start looking at 

the 

necessity of the citizens of this community giving them the same benefit 

of the 

doubt. We can't continue to allow these things to happen and it could be 

one of 

the reason some of the folks are moving out of the City because of things 

like this. 

 

Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner Lawrence seconded the 

motion sending a letter to the property owners as soon as possible 

concerning the 

halfway house in that neighborhood. The motion passed. 

 

The City Attorney pointed out there should be a building permit and a 

business 

license for the halfway house. The City Manager stated that there has not 

been a 

building permit issued only demolition at that resident. 

 

  3)    Diane Reed, Youth Cultural Awareness Program, to ask support of a 

        new program, R.A.C.E., Representing Adolescents Cultural 

        Education. 

 

Diane Reed was not present. The City Manager offered to discuss the 

matter with 

her. 

 

APPROVALS 

 

   1)    Bonnie Dvorak, Human Resource Manager, presenting the following 

         changes to the Standards of Practice - Educational Assistance 

and 

         Incentives - to allow shift workers to schedule college classes 

during 

         duty hours, when no other schedule is available. 

 

The Human Resources Director stated that this change would allow shift 

workers 

to schedule college classes during duty hours when no other schedule is 

available. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence mentioned that he is also a shift worker and shift 

workers 

have days off sometimes. 



 

Commissioner Jennings made the motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion approving the changes to the Standards of Practice - Educational 

Assistance and Incentives to allow shift workers to schedule college 

classes during 

duty hours only when no other schedule is available. The motion passed. 

 

2)       Department of Transportation requesting permission to conduct a 

         Traffic Engineering Study for S.R. 25 ~ Gloucester Street in 

         regards to permits and accidents. 

 

 Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded 

 the motion authorizing the Mayor to execute the agreement. The motion 

passed. 

 

 



         3)       Utility Services Company Inc., as maintenance 

contractor to manage 

                  mounting mobile telephone antennas on elevated water 

tanks. 

 

        Burton Carter stated that the Commission spoke about the 

maintenance contractor 

        managing and overseeing the connection and mounting of  cellular  

telephone 

        antennas on elevated water tanks, Burton Carter recommended that  

the  City 

        contract with Utility Services Company, Inc. to manage the 

installation of mobile 

        antennas. 

 

        Debbie Sullivan representing Utility Services Company, Inc., 

explained that all 

        liability would be placed on the company that places their 

antennas on the City's 

        Water Tank. Mrs. Sullivan stated that Utility Services Company, 

Inc. would 

        handle all contracts. She explained the procedure for installing 

antennas to water 

        towers. 

 

        Following a discussion Commissioner Jennings made a motion to 

contract with 

        Utility Services Company Inc., for the installation of mobile 

telephone antennas to 

        the City's water tank. The motion passed. 

 

        ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES 

 

          1)   O'Henry's, located AT 211 Monck Street, to retail 

Distilled Spirits 

               for consumption on premises. Owner is Corydon K. Litchard, 

               Manager is Putena Muheisen. 

 

.---       2)    The Oyster Box located 2027 Stacey Street, to retail 

Distilled Spirits 

                 for consumption on premises. Owner and Manager is Dean 

Klear. 

 

        The following year 2001 alcoholic beverage licenses were 

submitted and approved 

        by the Chief of Police and the City  Manager.  On  motion  of  

Commissioner 

        Lawrence and seconded by  Commissioner  Jennings  the  following  

alcoholic 

        beverage license were unanimously granted: 

 

        To retail distilled spirits for consumption on nremises: 

 



          1) Corydon K. Litchard and Putena Muheisen at O'Henry's, 211 

Monck 

             Street. 

 

          2_.l Dean Klear at The Oyster Box, 2027 Stacey Street. 

 

        APPOINTMENTS 

 

          1) Downtown Development Authority - 1 position 

 

        Commissioner Lawrence inquired as to whether Anita Collins 

submitted her name 

        for consideration for appointment to the Downtown Development 

Authority Board. 

        The City Clerk stated that she did not send in a letter or a 

resume to be considered 

        for the appointment. 

 

        Mayor Brown mentioned that Anita Collins would apply for an 

opening on  the 

        Downtown Development Authority Board when another full term 

appointment  is 

        available. 
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Commissioner Lawrence nominated James Vivenzio to serve on the Downtown 

Development Authority Board. Commissioner Davis seconded the nomination. 

There being no further nomination, the nomination was closed. James 

Vivenzio 

was unanimously appointed to serve on the Downtown Development Authority 

Board to fill the unexpired term of Charles L. Scott. 

 

   2) Hospital Authority - 1 position 

 

Mayor Brown recommended that the appointment to the Hospital Authority 

Board 

be re-advertised one more time for the first meeting in June. He stated 

that the 

Commission received two names from citizens who are interested in serving 

on the 

Hospital Authority Board. The Hospital Authority Board requires that the 

City 

send at least three names for consideration for appointment to the Board. 

 

   3) Recreation Board - 5 positions 

 

Commissioner Lawrence asked the correct address for Thomas Hall. He 

pointed 

out that his address on his letter was 227 Enterprise Street and the 

address on the 

list of persons who sent a letter or resume' was listed as 2423 Bartow 

Street. He 

asked what was Mr. Hall's address. The City Clerk stated that the address 

for 

Bartow Street was submitted when Mr. Hall submitted his letter. 

 

Commissioner Davis nominated Karl A.  Bailey,  Frederick  J.  Dufel,  

Kevin 

Kavanaugh, Geraldine Kennedy and Rev. Eddie Turner, Sr., to  serve  on  

the 

Recreation Advisory Board. Commissioner Lawrence seconded the  

nominations. 

There being no further nominations the nominations were closed. 

 

Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner Lawrence  seconded  

the 

motion appointing Karl. A. Bailey, Frederick  J.  Dufel,  Kevin  

Kavanaugh, 

Geraldine Kennedy and Rev. Eddie Turner, Sr., to serve  on  the  

Recreation 

Advisory Board. The motion passed. 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 

 Update on re-financing Water and Wastewater Bonds - Rick Drummond, 

 Finance Director. 

 

 The Director of Finance recommended that the City proceed with Request 

for 



 Qualifications and advertise for re-financing of Water and Wastewater 

Bonds. 

 

 Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and Commissioner Davis  seconded  

the 

 motion authorizing the Director of Finance to proceed with advertising 

the Request 

 for Qualification to re-finance Water and Wastewater Bonds. The motion 

passed. 

 

 CITY CLERK'S ITEM 

 

 Rescheduling of May 16th Commission meeting in order for Council members 

 to attend GMA District meeting in Richmond Hill. 

 

 Commissioner Jennings made the motion and  Commissioner  Lawrence  

seconded 

 the motion to reschedule the regular Commission Meeting of May 16, 2001 

to May 

 15, 2001 at 8:30 AM. The motion passed. 

 

 MAYOR BRADFORD BROWN'S ITEM 

 

 



Discuss adopting a Resolution to Re-approachment to the 2000 Census. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded 

the motion unanimously adopting the following resolution to re-

approachment to 

the 2000 Census. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

                                      /s/ Bradford S. Brown 

                                      Mayor 

 

   Attest:/s/Georgia E. Marion 

           City Clerk 
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