
                OFFICIAL MINUTES

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK GEORGIA

REGULAR MEETING

7:00 P.M., MARCH 20, 2002

PRESENT: His Honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Commissioners Roosevelt

Lawrence, Harold E. Jennings, Jonathan Williams and Doris A. Davis.

INVOCATION: Commissioner Harold E. Jennings gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison

by everyone in attendance.

MINUTES: Regular meeting of February 20, 2002.

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the

motion approving the minutes of the meeting of the regular meeting of March 6,

2002. The motion passed.

RECOGNITION{S}



Mayor's Cup Regatta presentation by Lt. Commander Spencer, NJROTC,

Brunswick High School.

Lt. Commander Spencer presented the Commission with the Mayor's Cup Regatta

to be displayed at the City Hall Complex, and T-Shirts for the Commission.

The Commission congratulated and thanked Lt. Commander Spencer and the

NJROTC students that attended.

Plaque presentation to the Rose Garden Club for their work in beautifying

front of City Hall.

Mayor Brown presented a plaque to Mamie Robins and Alice Johnson, of the

Garden Club for the work that was done to the flower bed in front of the City Hall

Complex.

Mamie Robins and Alice Johnson accepted with appreciation.

Brunswick Municipal Rose Garden to present certificate to the City from the

American Rose Society for American Rose City.

There was not a representative present.



Proclamation presented to Golden Isles Rose Society for its participation in

the "Year of the Rose".

There was not a representative present.

Proclamation presented to Ms. Shelia Vincent from Georgia Pacific, for

"Administrative Professional Week", April 21-27, 2002.



Mayor Brown presented a proclamation to Ms. Shelia Vincent in recognition of

Administrative Profession Week, April 21-27, 2002.

Ms. Vincent accepted with appreciation.

DELEGATION(S):

1) Moore Stephens Tiller, LLC, Certified Public Accountants, to present

   City's 2001 Audit.

A representative with Moore Stephens Tiller, LLC was not present, this item was

deferred until the April 3, 2002 Commission Meeting.

2) Dale Smith, resident of Union Street, to address flooding, speeding and

   sidewalks on Union Street.

Dale Smith was not present.

3) Mary Jean Altman, Owner of Atlantic Pools & Spas, to discuss

   requirements of displaying a Fiberglass Pool for advertising.

Mr. and Mrs. Altman appeared before the Commission to request permission to



display a fiberglass pool on Highway 17.

Following a discussion Commissioner Jennings made a motion to deny request to

have fiberglass pool displayed on Highway 17 because of ordinance, but advised

Mr. and Mrs. Altman that they could come before the Commission again with a

flat surface display, Commissioner Williams seconded the motion. The motion

passed.

REZONING APPLICATION(S):

Accept application to rezone 3119 Cherokee Road from R-9 Single Family to

LM-Limited Medical. Property Owner is Ms. Florence Youngner.

The Community Development Director was present to speak on the zoning

application for 3119 Cherokee Road submitted by the present owner Ms. Florence

Youngner. He stated that Ms. Youngner wishes to have the property rezoned for

Limited Medical use. The location of the proposed rezoning was pointed out on

the map. The Community Development Director mentioned that all the property

behind and across the street on Wildwood is already zoned LM. He stated that the

neighbor who lives beside Ms. Younger is not opposed to the rezoning. The

property across the street from Ms. Youngner has not been lived in for



approximately three years, but the owner is looking at having his property rezoned

to limited medical also. He stated that Ms. Youngner wants to rezone her property

to limited medical so that in the future it could be used as a doctor's office.

The Community Development Director discussed a couple of questions in the

application packet concerning if the rezoning would be in harmony with the

neighborhood. He stated that property behind Ms. Youngner's home and across

the street is zoned medical. A doctor's office is across the street.



The Community Development Director stated that there are no neighbors opposed

to the rezoning. He mentioned that the legal address of the property is Northside

Lot No. 68.

Commissioner Lawrence asked the Community Development Director what of that

property in the area on the map was zoned medical. The Community Development

Director pointed to all the medical property on the map.

Commissioner Williams asked if the City received applications recently to rezone

property across the street or on the corner in the hospital area. Mayor Brown

recalled that the rezoning applications were denied. Commissioner Williams asked

the reason why the rezoning application was denied.

The Community Development Director stated that the reason for denial is that the

property was not continuous if the property was located across the street it was

considered a spot zoning.

Mayor Brown announced that this was the first public hearing for the proposed

rezoning. He asked if there was anyone in the audience that had comments for or

against the proposed rezoning.

Ronnie Perry representing Ms. Youngner stated that their biggest concern was the



highest and best use of the property. He stated that they determined that the

highest and best use of the property would be limited medical. The reason for that

is the Youngner's property is surrounded by limited medical. He pointed out that

the property has a doctor's office in the backyard and across the street.

Mr. Perry showed the relationship of what is zoned medical as opposed to what is

not zoned medical on the map. He pointed out all the areas that were zoned

medical and neighbors who were contacted who was in favor of the property being

rezoned. He mentioned that these neighbors signed a petition in favor of the

rezoning. Mr. Perry stated that there was only one homeowner that could not be

reached because she was out of town. He mentioned that she is currently operating

a business in her residence and felt she would not be opposed to the rezoning.

Mr. Perry recalled the unwritten rule, Cherokee Road was considered as the

dividing lines. Houses located west of Cherokee Road were alright for medical

rezoning and houses located east of Cherokee Road were not. He pointed out that

Ms. Youngner's residence is west of Cherokee Road and continuous with medical

property. Mr. Perry stated that the highest and best use of the subject property is

for medical purposes. It has a limited use as a residence because of its location and

the traffic that would be generated there. He stated that all the neighbors were

contacted and there was no opposition.



Mr. Perry mentioned that he did not come before the Commission with the old ploy

that he found someone who wanted to buy the property. He stated that he wants to

know how to market the property, should it be medical property or a single family

residence because it is a great difference in the numbers. Mr. Perry stated that he

would be glad to answer any questions concerning the proposed rezoning.

Mayor Brown asked if there was anyone else in the audience who would like to

speak for or against the proposed rezoning.



Commissioner Lawrence recommended that the Commission take action at the

next Commission meeting.

Mr. Perry requested that the Commission hold the seconded hearing on the 17th of

April for the reason that he will be serving as a federal juror on April 3rd. The City

Attorney stated that Community Development should be notified about the change.

APPROVAL{S}:

  1. Bid recommendation on the purchase of a High Pressure Water/Storm

     Drain Cleaning Truck for the Water and Wastewater Department -

     Keith Morgan, Director, Water and Wastewater Department.

Keith Morgan, Director of Water and Wastewater Department appeared before the

Commission to request the purchase of a High Pressure Water/Storm Drain

Cleaning Truck.

Vendor                         Comments                  Total

Adams Equipment Co., Inc. *    Delivery 45 days       * $85,760.00

1431 Lanier Road

White Plains, GA 30678



Municipal Equipment Sales                             $95,940.99

PO Box 1233                                           $96,678.00

Woodstock, GA 30188                                   $96,559.00

Mayo Company

PO Box 708                                            NO BID

5010 Flint Hill Rd.

Austell, GA 30106

Consolidated Disposal System                          $103,111.00

PO Box 813154

Smyrna, GA 30081

Tristate

PO Box 4338                                           NO BID

Albany, GA 31706

Following a discussion Commissioner Jennings made the motion and

Commissioner Davis seconded the motion accepting the low bid of Adams

Equipment in the amount of $85,760.00 for the purchase of a High Pressure

Water/Storm Drain Cleaning Truck. The motion passed.

2. Bid recommendation on renovation of Custom House - Johnny Cason,

   Purchasing Agent and Burton Carter, Construction Manager.



The City Manager reported that no bids were received.

Following a discussion the City Manager was instructed by the Commission to get

with the architect, Mr. Tuten and present a presentation at the next Commission

meeting of how the Custom Building could be laid out to accommodate City Hall

personnel.

3. Consider approving Quitclaim Deeds on the following properties to the

   Georgia Department of Transportation:



       · State Route 25-Gloucester Street/US Hwy 17

       · Talmadge Avenue/uS Hwy 17

       · "G" Street/Hwy 17

Burton Carter appeared before the Commission to request that the above properties

be quitclaimed to the Georgia Department of Transportation.

Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and Commissioner Williams seconded

the motion approving quitclaim deeds on the above parcels. The motion passed.

  4. A.J. Jones, Director, Community Development to ask permission to

     apply for the following grants.

· FEMA Fire Grant

Following a discussion Commissioner Williams made the motion and

Commissioner Jennings seconded the motion to give the Community Development

Director authorization to apply for the FEMA Fire Grant. The motion passed.

· Local Development Fund Grant to DCA

Following a discussion Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and



Commissioner Jennings seconded the motion to give the Community Development

Director authorization to apply for the Local Development Fund Grant to DCA.

The motion carried.

· Two (2) Land and Water Conservation pre-applications to

  DNR

Following a discussion Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner

Lawrence seconded the motion to give the Community Development Director

authorization to apply for the two pre-applications to DNR. The motion carried.

· CDBG application to DCA, Department of Community

  Affairs.

Following a discussion Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and

Commissioner Jennings seconded the motion to give the Community Development

Director authorization to apply for CDBG application to DCA. The motion

passed.

5. Monthly Reports:



· General Fund

· Water and Wastewater

· Community Development

· Municipal Court

· Recreation

Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the

motion to accept the above monthly reports. The motion passed.



CITY ATTORNEY'S ITEMS(S)

Joint Public Safety Communication Department Agreement.

Following a discussion Commissioner Williams made the motion and

Commissioner Davis seconded the motion approving the Joint Public Safety

Communication Department Agreement. The motion passed.

CITY CLERK'S 1TEM:

Cemetery Deed

Petition received from Dr. J. L. Owens, Jr., to return for resale Section

Catholic, North ~ of Lot 47-B and Lot 48-B in Palmetto Cemetery.

Commissioner Lawrence made the motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded

the motion granting the above cemetery deed petition. The motion carried.

Board Appointment

Zoning Board of Appeals - 2 appointments.



Commissioner Davis nominated Sharon Owens to serve on the Zoning Board of

Appeals. Commissioner Jennings seconded the nomination. There being no

further nominations, the nomination was closed.

Commissioner Davis made the motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the

motion appointing Sharon Owens to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of

two years. The motion carried.

Commissioner Williams nominated Vincent Williams to serve on the Zoning

Board of Appeals. Commissioner Lawrence seconded the nomination. There

being no further nominations, the nomination was closed.

Commissioner Williams made the motion and Commissioner Lawrence seconded

the motion appointing Vincent Williams to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term

of two years. The motion carried.

COMMISSSIONER WILLIMS' 1TEM(S)

Community involvement in beautifying their neighborhood.

Commissioner Williams stated that he would like to encourage the citizens of



Brunswick to communicate with the Commission any ideas that they might have

that would help in making their community a better place.

COMMISSIONER JENNINGS' ITEM(S)

Flooding from storm water in the following areas:

   · Riverside Subdivision



Commissioner Jennings called for the City Engineer to come up and speak to the

Commission and give an update on Riverside. He recalled that a delegation

appeared before the Commission because of the flooding in the area. He stated

that the Commission would like to know the status of Riverside and what kind of

work has been done.

The City Engineer stated that he met with residents of Riverside to discuss their

problems. He pointed out that Riverside has three separate problems (technical,

regulatory and financial). He added that the technical problem is related to the

drainage and water going over the road. The regulatory problem deals with areas

that come under the Department of Natural Resources. The financial problem is

not knowing if there is enough funding to do everything that needs to be done.

The City Engineer referred to a drawing of the area pointing out the problems that

exist and the solution. He mentioned that plans have been submitted to Rhonda

Knight with Department of Natural Resources to obtain the permit needed to begin

the work. He stated that the City is applying for a $300,000.00 grant in

conjunction with the City's funding of $200,000.00.

Commissioner Jennings mentioned the one hundred plus cones impeding people

from the access to highway 17 in case of a big flood.



The City Engineer stated that the Director of Public Works was present and they

discussed the situation yesterday. He mentioned that they were looking at some

pavement recycling to start the base of the road. It would not be a real good road it

would be a little bit rough. He pointed out that there are two lots that sit facing the

property in a cul-de-sac called Talhatti Drive. The City would need to take at least

6,200 feet off of the corner of those two lots because they were not buildable lots

and he felt that the owners knew about those lots.

Commissioner Jennings asked what could be done temporary to raise the road.

The City Engineer suggested placing a base coat in and possibly put a tack on it

and complete the final paving for the entire project once the financing is in place.

Controlling the drainage on Riverside is going to lean heavily on how the City

grade the newly paved area and place the water sheet drain to the area.

Commissioner Jennings told the City Engineer he appreciated what he has done.

He mentioned that he promised Dr. Strickland a call to tell him what was going on

in Riverside. He asked the City Engineer to contact Dr. Strickland.

The City Engineer recalled speaking to Bob Thompson, Jack Terrell and Janice

Slay. He promised that Dr. Strickland would be included in the next meeting after

everything has been approved.



· Egmont Street

Commissioner Jennings asked Harry and Claudia Tzucanow owners of a Bed and

Breakfast to speak.

Commissioner Jennings stated that the Commission received a letter from Mr. and

Mrs. Tzucanow on Egmont Street describing how they suffered for years with

flooding at their bed and breakfast. He mentioned how guests had to actually take

off their shoes and wade through the water. He recalled visiting the end of Union



and Norwich Street during a heavy rain, but never expected to see it on Egmont

Street. Commissioner Jennings spoke about the SPLOST funds in the amount of

$900,000.00 that was spent on the South End. He pointed out that it was time to

take care of the people who own businesses in the south end.

Commissioner Jennings suggested appointing the City Manager and the City

Engineer to go and inventory the drains to see exactly what could be done to help

the businesses.

Mayor Brown asked the Public Works Director if he was familiar with the

problem.

The Public Works Director stated that he and the City Engineer are familiar with

the problems. The Public Works Director stated that there had been numerous

responses to the problem one year ago when the City purchased a new vacon truck.

The first drainage areas the City cleaned were Egmont, Union and Wolfe Streets,

many were plugged. He recalled the reason why they cleaned those areas first

because of the numerous complaints on Second Avenue. After responding the

plugged drains were opened and running. He mentioned that on a heavy down

pour he was not successful in visiting the area. He would see the area after the

down pour would drain. He pointed out the problem, an oak tree in the street with

roots sticking up that keeps the water from draining on one side.



Commissioner Jennings asked if the tree was on the City property. The Public

Works Director stated that it was in the City Street.

The Public Works Director stated that the water is not getting in the street to drain

from that particular area.

Claudia Tzucanow stated that the street fills up and then the water from the streets

comes on their property. She pointed out that there was no coping wall in front of

her yard, so the water comes right in on the walkway and driveway. It is like a

river that comes right from the street. It is street water that is coming into her yard.

The rain gets so deep that it laps right on the first step of the access to her house

and make it feel like she is a prisoner in her home when it rains over an inch in fast

succession.

Harry Tzucanow stated that one of the problems is that the system is antiquated.

He mentioned that Jack's Convenience Store has lines with auxiliary pipes. He

pointed out that the City keeps everything clean, but the next day after sweeping

there are more leaves. He stated that he was not suggesting that the City cut down

all the trees, but felt that perhaps one or two auxiliary storm pipes leading off the

area would alleviate that drainage.



Commissioner Jennings recommended that the City Engineer and the Public

Works Director inventory the drains and bring back the information in one month

like they did at Riverside and let the Commission know if perhaps something could

be done for these people.

Commissioner Jennings thanked Mr. and Mrs. Tzucanow for coming.



Mrs. Tzucanow stated that one thing was rather puzzling why that particular area

gets so much water. Commissioner Jennings stated that it is across from Halifax

Square.

The City Engineer stated that if the City builds up the road it would create a

problem that would pond water up behind the road. A twenty-four inch pipe

should handle the problem if it doesn't the problem is somewhere else down the

road. He pointed out that the top priorities were College Park, Magnolia Parke,

Howe Street, "N" Street and "K" Street. He mentioned that the next project would

be Dixville.

COMMISSIONER LAWRENCE'S ITEM (S)

Collection of taxes.

Commissioner Lawrence question an article that he read in newspaper about the

percentage of taxes that the City collects compared to the County.

The Finance Director stated that the percentages were accurate.

Angela Bennett, the Supervisor of Business License and tax appeared before the

Commission to explain the procedure of her office; she stated that she is in the



process of hiring a Title Abstractor so that she could proceed with the legal portion

of collecting delinquent taxes.

DISCUSSION

Star Brite Linen Property located at 525 Wolfe Street - A. J. Jones, Director

of Community Development.

The Community Development Director appeared before the Commission to request

permission to proceed with an application to have 525 Wolfe Street, which is

owned by the City rezoned from Local Commercial to R-9 (One Family

Residential District).

Following a discussion Commissioner Jennings made the motion to have the

Community Development Director proceed with the paper work to have 525 Wolfe

Street reverted from LC, Local Commercial to R-9 (One Family Residential

District). The motion passed.

MEETING ADJOURNED.

/s/



Bradford S. Brown, Mayor

Attest: /s/

          Georgia E. Marion, City Clerk
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