
                  OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

6:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 6, 2002 

 

PRESENT: His honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Commissioners Roosevelt 

Lawrence, 

Harold E. Jennings, Jonathan Williams and Doris A. Davis. 

 

INVOCATION: Commissioner Harold E. Jennings gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited in unison by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

MINUTES: Called meeting of October 8, 2002, Regular meeting of October 

16, 2002 

and called meeting of October 30, 2002. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion 

approve the minutes of the called meeting of October 8, 2002, Regular 

Meeting of 

October 16, 2002 and called meeting of October 30, 2002. The motion 

passed. 

 

RECOGNITION{S) 

 

Plaque presentation to Officer Josh Cothern, Brunswick Police Department, 

for receiving 

the Academic Award of Excellence while attending the Training Academy. 

 

Mayor Brown presented a plaque to Officer Josh Cothem honoring him for 

receiving a 

98% overall average while attending training at the Police Academy. 

 

Officer Josh Cothem received the plaque with words of appreciation. 

 

APPROVAL{S) 

 

1.   Request approval to submit the updated Comprehensive Plan to the 

Coastal 

     Georgia Regional Development Center for review - Artie Jones III, 

Director 

     of Community Development. 

 

The Director of Community Development requested approval to submit the 

updated 

Comprehensive Plan to the Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center. 

 

Commissioner Williams asked the Director of Community Development to 

update 

everyone on the Greenspace Program. 

 



The Director of Community Development spoke briefly about the Greenspace 

Program. 

 

                    RESOLUTION OF SUBMITTAL 

 

      Whereas, the City of Brunswick has completed amendments to the 

Comprehensive 

Plan, to address the goals and objectives of the Glynn County-City of 

Brunswick 

Community Greenspace Program; and 

 

      Whereas, the amendments were prepared in accordance with the 

Minimum 

Planning Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning 

established by the 

 

 



Georgia Planning Act of 1989, and the public hearing was held on October 

16, 2002 at 

6:30 p.m. at City Hall in Brunswick. 

 

      BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City Commission does hereby 

submit 

the amendments to the Comprehensive Plan to the Coastal Georgia Regional 

Development Center for review, as per the requirements of the Georgia 

Planning Act of 

1989. 

 

Adopted this 6th day of November, 2002. 

 

BY:                                     ATTEST: 

 

Mayor                                   City Clerk 

 

2.    Resolution to adopt new Docking Fees. 

 

The City Attorney reported that the new docking fees were presented by 

the Downtown 

Development Authority Director in a meeting held on October 2, 2002. He 

pointed out 

that the Commission instructed him to write a resolution which would 

include the new 

fees and $25.00 per night for private vessels. 

 

The Downtown Development Authority Director was instructed to explain the 

procedure 

used to create the new docking fees. He mentioned that fees used at 

Marina's in other 

areas were used to calculate the flat fee of $250.00 per month for boats 

less than fifty 

feet and $30000 per month for boats over fifty feet. He added that the 

rates at the dock 

have been excessively low and all boat owners have an option to dock at 

any commercial 

dock, but they must sell their catch. 

 

Commissioner Jennings pointed out that the docking fees are too high. He 

stated that he 

would like to see the City gradually raise the dock fees for the reason 

that the previous 

years catch have not been good. He recommended using a five year or ten 

year plan to 

raise dock fees. 

 

Lloyd Crum requested permission to speak on the dock fee issues. 

 

The City Attorney recommended that the Commission allow Mr. Crum to speak 

on the 

issue. 

 



Mr. Crum stated that the resolution would put the shrimpers out of 

business because the 

rate structure is too high. He pointed out that the dock fees increased 

82% per month 

and the rates presented is in line with a private yacht club. 

 

Mr. Crum mentioned that shrimper's pay property taxes and shop locally. 

He pointed 

out that a lot of information has not been brought to the Commission 

Board including the 

two meetings the shrimper's had with staff members. He asked the 

Commission not to 

put the shrimpers out of business and to table the resolution for further 

investigation. 

 

Following a brief discussion Commissioner Jennings made a motion and 

Commissioner 

Lawrence seconded the motion instructing the City Manager, the City 

Attorney, Mr. 

Crum and another shrimper to meet and come up with a five year plan which 

adds up to 

$250.00 for dock fees. 
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Commissioner Jennings amended the motion and Commissioner Lawrence 

seconded the 

motion to hold a work session on Friday November 8th to discuss the dock 

fees. 

 

The Commission invited Mr. Crum and another shrimper to attend the work 

session. 

 

On call for the vote the motion passed by a vote of 4 to 1. Mayor Brown 

voted no. 

 

3.    Resolution to name creek lying west of US Highway 17. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded 

the motion 

unanimously adopting the following resolution: 

 

CITY OF BRUNSWICK HART CREEK RESOLUTION 

 

      WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Commission to support 

the efforts of Glynn Middle School Science/Environmental Club effort to 

promote interest in and concern for the sciences and our environment 

amount students; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the Mayor and Commission deem it fitting and 

appropriate to do so by approval of the request to name the creek "Hart 

Creek" and to allow the Glynn Middle School Science/Environmental Club 

to "adopt" the creek for purposes of monitoring and educational 

investigation by present and future club members. 

 

SO RESOLVED THIS __ DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2002. 

 

ATTEST: 

      Georgia E. Marion, Clerk 

 

Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 

 

APPEAL(S) 

 

David Amos, Architect for McGarvey House, appealing Historic Preservation 

Board's decision on siding for the McGarvey House. 

 

David Amos, Architect representing Cormac McGarvey stated that he 

appealed the 

air conditioning units and the tabby exterior. He mentioned that he was 

now 

appealing the exterior finish and sample of the exterior finish was 

submitted to the 

Historical Board for approval. The owner Cormac McGarvey decided to 

upgrade 

the exterior finish from stucco to a faux tabby finish. Acrylic Stucco is 

a new 

process that is being placed on the building. 

 



He stated that a survey was conducted in Savannah, Georgia to find out 

the types of 

Historic Districts. He found that Savannah has a well defined Historic 

District and 

overlay of existing structures from Norwich Street to H Street and found 

that the 

structures were built in different eras and had different exterior 

finishes. 

 

Mr. Amos also questioned why tabby finishes had to be used under the 

Historic 

guidelines on new construction and new designs. 

 

Mr. Amos asked the Commission to allow the tabby finish to remain. 
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Sandy Dean and Lana Williamson, appealing the decision of the Historic 

Preservation Board to allow window air conditioners in the McGarvey 

House. 

 

The City Attorney indicated that Sandy Dean and Lana Williams would like 

to 

speak about the air conditioning units. 

 

Sandy Dean expressed her feelings about the way the air conditioners 

stick out on 

the building. She pointed out that laws are being broken and trees have 

been cut 

down to accommodate the building. She pointed out that the original plan 

is not 

being used to construct the building. She mentioned that Savannah 

Historic 

Preservationist told her that they would never allow an air conditioning 

unit to stick 

out; they would have to be placed in the back of the building. She asked 

the 

Commission to make a decision based on the law. 

 

Lana Williams stated that she walked the streets 

collecting one hundred forty-two (142) signatures 

Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

 

and pounded the pavement 

for a petition approving the 

 

Liane Brock, Chairman of the Historic Preservation Board stated that a 

letter was 

written outlining the mutual agreement and the resolution on the issue of 

the air 

conditioning units. She pointed out that the issues has been settled. 

 

Mrs. Brock stated that the Historic Preservation Board reached a 

unanimous 

decision on the tabby/stucco exterior issue. The board members decided 

not to 

allow the faux tabby finish. She pointed out that faux tabby is not 

appropriate for 

the Historical District. 

 

Mrs. Brock stated that she contacted Beth Reiter, Savannah's Historic 

Preservation 

Officer to see how they deal with faux tabby. Mrs. Reiter indicated that 

Savannah 

does not have any buildings with a faux tabby finish, and that buildings 

in the 

Historic District have a traditional smooth stucco exterior coating. She 

mentioned 

that she spoke with Warren Murphy, a local Historic Preservationist form 

Jekyll 



Island and Christine Laughlin of Georgia Alliance of Preservation 

Commission and 

they both agreed that the Board was right in not allowing the faux tabby 

finish in a 

Historic District. She also mentioned that the Board has legal precedence 

from a 

court decision which was granted to St. Mary's Historic Preservation 

Board. 

 

The City Attorney talked briefly about the tabby exterior and questioned 

if the vote 

not to allow the faux tabby was a unanimous decision by the Preservation 

Board. 

 

After talking briefly about the current status of the McGarvey building, 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion to uphold the decision of the Historic Preservation Board to use 

exterior 

stucco instead of tabby and the installation of the air conditioner units 

in the thru- 

wall and screened with architectural louvers and plantation shutters. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence expressed his concerns about having more concrete 

guidelines. 

 

On call for the vote the motion passed by vote of 3 to 2. 

Commissioners Williams and Davis voted for the motion and 

Lawrence and Jennings voted against. The motion passed. 

 

Mayor Brown, 

Commissioners 
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Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Lawrence seconded 

the 

motion to allow the faux tabby on the McGarvey building to prevent the 

loss of 

$8,000.00 or $9,000.00 by the owner. 

 

On call for the vote the motion failed by a vote of 2 to 3. Commissioners 

Lawrence 

and Jennings voted for the motion and Mayor Brown, Commissioner Williams 

and 

Davis voted against. The motion failed. 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

 

The Chief of Police submitted the 2003 alocholic beverage license 

applications for 

approval. He stated that all applications were in compliance with the 

City ordinance 

and state laws. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion unanimously approving the following alcoholic beverage license 

applications: 

 

To retail consumption dealers including distilled spirits: 

 

Scott B. Jackmore at Red Carpet Lounge, 300 F Street; 

 

Sandra L. Webb at Bamboo Lounge II, Inc., 2717-R Glynn Avenue; 

 

Eddie Lee West, Sr., at Club 87 Package Store, 1604 4th Street; 

 

Thaddeus D. Johnson at pride of Brunswick-Elks Lodge #745, 1825 Amherst 

Street. 

To retail consumption dealers including distilled spirits and SUNDAY 

SALES: 

George Warwick at Spanky's, 1200 Glynn Avenue; 

 

Pablo Cruz at Pablo's Mexican Restaurant, 3384 Cypress Mill Road. 

 

To retail package dealers including distilled spirits for consumption off 

premises: 

 

Peter J. Nermoe at Bottle Time Liquours, Inc., d/b/a The Depot, 1900 

First Street; 

Bobble E. Lee at Dixville Package Store, 1509 ½ London Street; 

 

James L. Gibson at Gibson's Beverage Center, 3304 Glynn Avenue; 

 

Somil M. Patel at R & S Liquours, 1411 L Street; 

 

To retail consumption dealers, beer and wine: 

 



Robert M. Togas, Jr., at Brunswick Landing Marina, Inc., 2429 Newcastle 

Street. 

To retail consumption dealers, beer and wine including SUNDAY SALES: 

Janet F. Weston at Jinright's Seafood House, Inc., 2815 Glynn Avenue. 
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To retail package dealers, beer and wine for consumption off premises: 

 

Dale W. Cardwell at Eckerd Corporation d/b/a Eckerd Drugs #439, 3487 

Cypress 

Mill Road; 

 

Pamela R. Long at Eckerd Corporation d/b/a Eckerd Drugs #2341, 1945 Glynn 

Avenue; 

 

Richard Jones at Friendly Express, Inc., Friendly Express #54, 2401 

Gloucester 

Street; 

 

Denise Hester at Friendly Express, Inc., Friendly Express #63, 1906 

Gloucester 

Street; 

 

Richard Jones at Friendly Express, Inc., Friendly Express #70, 3319 Glynn 

Avenue; 

James L. Gibson, Jr., at JP's Spirits and Wines, 3304 ½ Glynn Avenue; 

 

Mary Rogers at Triton Marketing Inc., d/b/a Triton #662, 3879 Altama 

Avenue; 

Marjorie Ryals at Winn Dixie Store #97, 4402 Altama Avenue. 

 

To retail consumption dealers, beer only: 

 

Dennis J. Sullivan at King and Prince Seafood Corporation, 1 Kng and 

Prince Blvd. 

To retail package dealers for consumption off premises, beer only: 

 

Dipesh Patel at Shiv Sunker, Inc., d/b/a Discount Stop #1, 3001 Altama 

Avenue; 

Dana Rogers at Triton Marketing, Inc., d/b/a Triton #602, 4528 Altama 

Avenue. 

To wholesale dealers including beer and wine for consumption off 

premises: 

 

F. S. Drawdy at Sheffield Distributing Company, 2129 Line Street. 

DELEGATION(S) 

 

1.   L.E. Lewis to discuss water and sewer hook-ups for property located 

     between "Q" and "R" Streets. 

 

L. E. Lewis appeared before the Commission to get an update on the grant 

for water 

and sewer hook-up. 

 

The City Manager reported that a 2028 and 811 Grant would be advertised 

in the 

Spring to help cities with sewer hook-ups. He stated that the Director of 

Community Development would look at the availability of the grants. 

 



Commissioner Lawrence questioned if there are any restrictions on 

property being 

developed for all citizens not senior citizens. 

 

Commissioner Williams 

including senior citizens. 

 

pointed out that the grants would be for all citizens 
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Mr. Lewis stated that the plat for the project is being drawn up by a 

surveyor from 

Atlanta, Georgia and the plans were presented to the Building Inspector's 

office to 

make sure that they meet all requirements of the building code. 

 

The City Attorney advised Mr. Lewis that these plans must be reviewed by 

three 

departments and would be submitted to the City Commission for approval. 

He 

mentioned that when lots are subdivided they must be approved by the City 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Chester questioned whether the City would extend the water and sewer 

lines to 

Mr. Lewis property. Commissioners Williams stated that the Commission may 

have 

mentioned if a water or sewer line is close by then the owner must 

connect to that 

line. 

 

Mr. Lewis expressed his fears concerning all the things that he had to do 

and the 

plans may not be approved. 

 

The City Attorney pointed out that the Commission approves the re-

subdividing of 

the property and the Building Inspector approves the building plans. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence recommended that Mr. Lewis develop the land on 

Amherst 

Street so that the houses can serve as an example. 

 

The City Manager suggested the possibility of a road being cut upon the 

approval of 

the City Engineer for the Martin Luther King Blvd. side of the property. 

 

2.    Janice VanGundy to address development in the Downtown area. 

 

Janice VanGundy appeared before the Commission to express concerns about 

downtown Brunswick. Ms. VanGundy stated that she had a business in 

downtown 

Brunswick and had to close the business because there were no people 

downtown. 

She pointed out that nobody comes downtown. 

 

Ms. VanGundy mentioned that she paid fees to rent a booth at Mary Ross 

Park and 

was disappointed with the sales of her gourmet dog biscuits. She stated 

that she 

was called hostile and angry and would not be heard by the Commission. 

She 

thanked the Commission for this opportunity to speak. 

 



Ms. VanGundy stated that she was coming to speak about a complaint and 

ideas. 

She brought up the fact the St. Simons Island Farmers Market is having 

problems 

and suggested that they invite them to come to Mary Ross Waterfront Park 

because 

the park is not being used to its full potential. She suggested having 

advertisements 

about Mary Ross Waterfront Park because some people do not know it 

exists. 

 

She questioned why the City of Brunswick did not have a Georgia/Florida 

rally and 

why is it that St. Simons Island did have one. 

 

Ms. VanGundy expressed her concerns about the management of Mary Ross 

park 

which she saw as a conflict of interest. She asked what was being done to 

promote 

Mary Ross Waterfront Park? What happened to the bands in the Park? Where 

is 

the management of the Park? Why is the Ritz Theatre not being utilized? 
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Ms. VanGundy suggested using public service announcements to promote the 

downtown area. 

 

Ms. VanGundy mentioned that the City received a $200,000.00 Grant to work 

on a 

Master Plan for Brunswick. She suggested that the Commission visit St. 

Mary's, 

Georgia Waterfront Park and find out how St. Mary's promoted their 

waterfront 

park. 

 

Mayor Brown mentioned that rental fees are low at the farmer's market and 

the 

Downtown Development Authority circulates fliers promoting downtown 

Brunswick. The Downtown merchants meet to give input on ways to help 

improve 

the area. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence thanked Ms. VanGundy for bringing the information 

to 

their attention especially the idea of the battle of the bands. 

 

Commissioner Jennings asked Ms. VanGundy if she could help as a volunteer 

with 

the Director of Downtown Development Authority. Ms. VanGundy stated that 

she 

would be glad to volunteer. Commissioner Jennings pointed out that the 

Director of 

Downtown Development Authority has one person helping out and one 

assistant. 

 

The Director of Downtown Development Authority stated that the downtown 

area 

have undergone substantial improvements. The website receives hits from 

all over 

the country at least 12,000 per day. He mentioned that fliers are stocked 

in over 

Thirty-five hotels and over twenty-five merchants meet for breakfast to 

discuss 

ways of improving downtown. The City received the National Mainstreet 

award for 

three years and was featured in the Georgia Trend Magazine and Southern 

Business 

Magazine. 

 

The Downtown Development Authority Director mentioned that Ms. VanGundy 

was disappointed with the sale of her gourmet dog biscuits. He pointed 

out that 

students from SCAD volunteer to work with the Downtown Development 

Authority 

under an intern program because they are skilled in what the City needs. 

 

Mayor Brown invited Ms. VanGundy to attend the Downtown Merchants meeting 

to find out the wonderful things that are going on in the downtown area. 



 

CITY CLERK'S ITEM(S) 

 

Discuss advertising for appointment to the Hospital Authority. 

 

Mayor Brown instructed the City Clerk to draft a letter to Mr. Colberg at 

Southeast 

Georgia Regional Medical Center requesting the guidelines or requirements 

used in 

selecting persons to serve on the Hospital Authority Board. 

 

The Commission authorized the City Clerk to advertise for the upcoming 

appointments on the Hospital Authority Board for the meeting in December. 

 

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS' ITEM(S) 

 

Commend residences for the upkeep of their properties. 

 

8 

 

 



George Homes resident of the City stated that areas on Martin Luther 

King, Jr., 

Blvd. are being used as dump. Refrigerators, water heaters, stoves, 

mattresses and 

chairs are being dumped along Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd. He mentioned 

that the 

mess needs to be cleaned up and invited the Commission to start at 

Gloucester 

Street and ride down to the end of Albany Street North and view all the 

garbage on 

Albany Street. 

 

Commissioner Williams questioned if the City has a plan to keep the City 

clean. 

 

The Public Works Director stated that a Code Enforcement Officer was 

hired and 

will begin working in all areas of the City soon. 

 

Commissioner Williams commended Mr. Holmes for trying to help by getting 

tag 

numbers of illegal dumpers. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

/s/ Bradford S. Brown 

 

Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 

 

Attest:/s/ Georgia E. Marion 

       City Clerk 
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