
                OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

6:30 P.M., NOVEMBER 20, 2002 

 

PRESENT: His honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Commissioners Harold E. 

Jennings, 

Jonathan Williams and Doris A. Davis. 

 

ABSENT: Commissioner Roosevelt Lawrence. 

 

INVOCATION: Commissioner Jonathan Williams gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The pledge of allegiance was recited in unison by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

Commissioner Williams announced that Commissioner Lawrence has moved from 

ICU 

to a regular hospital room. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded 

the motion 

approving the minutes of the meeting of November 6, 2002. The motion 

passed. 

 

RECOGNITION(S) 

 

Swearing in of Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

Mayor Brown administered the oath of Office to Alvin Williams the new 

Environmental 

Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE(S): 

 

Renewals for Year 2003. 

 

The Chief of Police Submitted the 2003 alcoholic beverage license 

applications for 

approval. He stated that all the applications were in compliance with the 

City ordinance 

and State laws. 

 

Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion 

unanimously approving the following alcoholic beverage license 

applications: 

 

To retail consumption dealers including distilled spirits: 

 

Leonard J. Cahoon, Jr., at Boilermaker Club, 1828 ½ Wolfe Street; 

 



Kathryn Buchanon at Bonvivre, Inc. d/b/a Cargo Portside Grill, 1423 

Newcastle Street; 

 

Hershell Thomas at Green Tavern, 1102 "L" Street; 

 

Peter G. Archibald at P. G. Archibald d/b/a P. G. Archibald at Brunswick, 

1618 

Newcastle Street; 

 

To retail consumption dealer including distilled spirits and SUNDAY 

SALES: 

 

 



Robert Navarro at E1 Potro Mexican Restaurant, 3460 Cypress Mill Road. 

 

To retail package dealer including distilled spirits for consumption off 

premises: 

 

Phillip E. Bluestein at the Grogg Shoppe, 1701 Norwich Street; 

 

To retail consumption dealers beer and wine: 

 

Gregory L. Eason at Pier 17 Restaurant, 3243 Glynn Avenue; 

 

Bill Hammock at Port City Billards, 4420 Altama Avenue, Suite 44. 

 

To retail package dealer beer and wine for consumption off premises: 

 

Mike Whaley at Harvey's Supermarket #72, 4980 Glynn Avenue; 

 

To retail consumption dealer beer only: 

 

Nancy H. Cahoon at Nan's Confectionary, 1828 Wolfe Street; 

 

To retail package dealer for consumption off premises beer only: 

 

Herbert Dwayne Carroll at Revco Discount Drug Centers-CVS Pharmacy #4246, 

1709 

Gloucester Street. 

 

To wholesale dealers including beer and wine for consumption off 

premises: 

 

William Podres at National Distributing Co., Inc., d/b/a Standard 

Distributing, 1725 ~T" 

Street. 

 

DELEGATION(S) 

 

Dick Newbern, Grant Coordinator for the Glynn County Community 

Development, requesting adoption of the proposed Greenspace Plan and 

Resolution of Submittal to the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources. 

 

Dick Newbem, Grant Coordinator for Glynn County Community Development 

appeared before the Commission to request the adoption of the Greenspace 

Plan and 

Resolution. 

 

Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 

motion adopting the following resolution: 

 

o 

 

Matthew Massa requesting permission to park a trailer on his property, 

located at 2420 Norwich Street, to use for storage and workshop. 

 



Matthew Massa resident of 2420 Norwich Street appeared before the 

Commission 

to request that a mobile home be converted to a storage shed and 

workshop. 

 

Mr. Massa stated that he would remove all the rooms in the mobile home 

and put in 

electricity for the workshop and remove the wheels on the mobile home. 
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Commissioner Williams stated that the City need to have some guarantee 

that the 

mobile home will be used as a storage shed and workshop and there will 

only be 

electricity in the converted storage/workshop. 

 

Mayor Brown stated that a mobile home classification cannot be changed 

and the 

flood elevation would have to be considered. He pointed out that an 

alternative use 

of the mobile home would degrade the neighborhood for the reason that the 

converted mobile home would be sitting in the back yard of the highway. 

 

Commissioner Williams questioned if the homeowner moved or sold his home 

could 

the new owner make the converted mobile home into a mobile home for 

someone to 

live in. 

 

Mr. Massa stated if he decides to move or sell his property, the 

converted mobile 

home would leave with him. 

 

Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded 

the 

motion to table making a decision until their concerns have been 

investigated by the 

Building Inspector. On call for the vote the motion passed 3 to 1. 

Commissioner 

Davis, Williams and Jennings voted yes and Mayor Brown voted no. 

 

Mayor Brown stated that he disagreed for the reason that a mobile home 

would 

always be classified as a mobile home. 

 

Jeff Crosby and Steve Knox of Wash House, Inc., requesting permission 

to purchase the old Friendship House located at 2211 Bartow Street, 

property of the City of Brunswick, to build a self-serve car wash. 

 

The City Manager stated that Jeff Crosby and Steve Knox were not present. 

The 

City Attorney stated that the old Friendship House located at 2211 Bartow 

Street 

needs to be declared as surplus property and go through the procedures 

according to 

State law before it is disposed of by the City Commission. 

 

The City Manager recalled that the Risley Alumni Association requested 

use of the 

old Friendship House. In the past Mental Health used the old Friendship 

House. He 

recommended to proceed with selling the property located at 2211 Bartow 

Street. 

 



Commissioner Jennings made a motion to put out for bids the surplus 

property 

located at 2211 Bartow Street. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. 

 

The City Manager requested to include other buildings in the City as 

surplus 

property. 

 

Commissioner Jennings amended the motion to include all property 

identified by the 

City Manager as surplus property that the City has no use for in the 

future. 

Commissioner Davis seconded the amended motion. The motion passed. 

 

o 

 

Robert and Betsy Bean, 1904 Elm Avenue, to address the decision of the 

Zoning Board of Appeals' variance granted to 2001 Gloucester Street. 

 

Betsy Bean incoming President of Old Town Brunswick Association appeared 

before the Commission to appeal a variance request on setbacks that was 

granted by 
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the Zoning Board of Appeals on November 12th in an illegal closed door 

meeting 

that violated the Sunshine Law. The owner of 2001 Gloucester Street for 

months 

has been operating a sub-standard apartment complex in a building that 

had been 

zoned for Office Professional use. The owner converted the building to 

apartments 

without getting a permit and a variance. Now the owner has belatedly 

tried to 

become legal after he heard some public outcry. She suggested that no 

variance 

should be granted for this particular piece of property to change use 

because the 

siding of the building right on the public sidewalk prevents it from ever 

being 

suitable as an apartment complex. 

 

She pointed out that landscaping would not make the building work as 

apartments 

because each unit opens up onto a sidewalk on a very prominent gateway in 

the 

City. No fence would protect the public from being subjected to the 

private 

backyard activities such as sunbathing and grilling on public sidewalks. 

Ms. Bean 

next submitted pictures of the very unattractive substandard version that 

detracts 

from the property value of businesses and residential property in the 

City. 

 

Ms. Bean mentioned the millions of taxpayers dollars that was spent to 

redevelop 

downtown and the three State effort that is now underway to create a 

Heritage 

Corridor on Highway 17 to attract tourist into the towns along the way 

and those 

tourist would come directly into Brunswick on Gloucester Street. Many 

property 

owners spent thousands of dollars and hundreds of hours of their time 

rehabilitating 

their homes to have someone who does not live in the City take a piece of 

City 

property and illegally and deliberately convert it into a use that 

degrades the 

appearance of the City and creates a nuisance for people who lives in the 

immediate 

neighborhood, flies in the face of all of their efforts. 

 

She pointed out that the owner purchased this property knowing it was 

zoned Office 

Commercial and knowing he had no guarantee that it would be suitable for 

conversion to an apartment complex. A hardship cannot be claimed, he knew 

what 



he was getting into and cannot claim the property as grandfathered in 

which he did 

at the variance hearing because he has changed the use. She concluded by 

reading 

the definition of variance as outlined in the City Code Book. Ms. Bean 

stated that 

granting this variance is clearly contrary to the public interest by 

creating a slum on 

one of the main gateways into this community. She urged the Commission to 

not 

only deny the variance for 2001 Gloucester Street, but to order the owner 

to take 

down the "Apartment for Rent" sign tomorrow and give his tenants a thirty 

(30) day 

notice to vacate. 

 

Robert Bean recognized by show of hands everyone in attendance that lived 

in 

Windsor Park. Mr. Bean read the following statement "We the undersigned 

residents of Windsor park request that the zoning variance for the 

property located 

at 2001 Gloucester Street, Brunswick, Georgia known as the Professional 

Building 

should be denied because of the lack of the required 25 foot setback, the 

property is 

physically situated so that it can never properly function as an 

apartment complex 

without intruding on the public sidewalks and without creating an eyesore 

that 

affects local property value." 

 

He pointed out that there are apartments on the other end of Windsor Park 

and the 

tenants are fine neighbors. These apartments are properly zoned and 

constructed. 

The Professional Building at 2001 Gloucester Street is not located 

properly on the 

side for the building to function as an apartment according to the City's 

Code of 

Ordinance. 
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Mr. Bean submitted copies of signatures from people in the Windsor Park 

area. 

 

The City Attorney stated that there is no appeal to the City Commission 

from 

decisions by the Zoning Board of Appeals. He pointed out that this is a 

delegation 

bringing matters to the Commission's attention. He stated that the Zoning 

Board of 

Appeals has requested that the owner come back to their next meeting. 

 

Following a lengthy discussion Commissioner Williams made a motion and 

Commissioner Davis seconded a motion to draw up another ordinance to 

include an 

appeals process for the Zoning Board of Appeals. The motion passed. 

 

APPROVAL(S) 

 

USGS Joint Funding Agreement for the Year 2003. 

 

William Francis appeared before the Commission to request that the City 

contribute 

$5,000.00 for the USGS Joint Funding Agreement. 

 

Following a lengthy discussion Commissioner Williams made a motion and 

Commissioner Jennings seconded a motion to grant the $5,000.00 with the 

condition 

that the City Manager speak with Hercules to pay their share of 

$17,500.00. The 

motion passed. 

 

2.    Repair of sanitary sewer line at the corner of Egmont and Howe 

Street. 

 

Burton Carter, Construction manager appeared before the Commission to 

request 

$53,691.00 to reline sewer mains on Egmont, Street from George Street to 

Howe 

Street and from Ellis Street to George and from George to Mansfield 

Street. 

Insituform Technologies, Inc. would perform the work. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 

motion approving $53,691.00 to reline sewer mains. The motion passed. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1.  Caretaking of US Hwy 17. 

 

The City Manager recommended that the City suspend taking care of Hwy 17 

until 

all of the construction work is completed. The City Manager was 

instructed by the 

Commission to proceed with the suspension. 



 

Update on the Customs' House/City Hall Building - John Tuten, Tuten 

& Associates. 

 

John Tuten stated that the drawings would be ready by December 4th and 

preparation would be made to advertise for bids. Mr. Tuten stated if 

things go well 

the project would be completed in 15 to 18 months. 

 

CITY CLERK'S ITEM(S) 

 

QUIT CLAIM DEED 
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Petition received from William Ligon., Attorney, for a Quit Claim Deed in 

favor of 

his client Hazel D. Shelander, to N-2/3 of Lot No.23, Town Commons, 

between Lee 

and Gordon Streets and E-67' of Lot No. 23, Town Commons, between Lee and 

Gordon Streets, to clear title record of Tax Deed that was subsequently 

redeemed, 

but was lost without being recorded. 

 

Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 

motion granting the quit claim deed. The motion passed. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY'S ITEM(S) 

 

Extension of Billboard Moratorium. 

 

Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 

motion to extend the moratorium on bill boards in the City. The motion 

passed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 

motion to hold an Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue and 

pending 

litigation. The motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded 

the 

motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

/s/ 

 

Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 

 

Attest:/s/ 

         City Clerk 
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