
OFFICIAL MINUTES 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING  
6:30 P.M., JANUARY 15, 2003 

 
 
PRESENT:  His Honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Commissioners Harold E. Jennings, 
Jonathan Williams and Doris A. Davis. 
 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Roosevelt Lawrence. 
 
INVOCATION:  Commissioner Jonathan Williams gave the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison by 
everyone in attendance. 
 
MINUTES:   Mayor Brown postponed approval of the minutes of the rescheduled 
meeting of January 8, 2003. 
 
DELEGATION(S) 
 
1. John Tuten, Tuten and Associates, to update on improvements to The 

Custom House/City Hall. 
 
Mr. Tuten did not attend the meeting. 
 
2. Doug Alexander, Attorney at Law, to address the Alcoholic Beverage 
License for McGarvey’s Wee Pub to be located at 1704 Newcastle Street.   
 
Attorney Doug Alexander appeared before the Commission to find out the status of 
a beverage/license application Mr. McGarvey applied for May of last year.  He 
stated that the license application came before the Commission on July 17, 2002, at 
which time according to the minutes the Commission instructed the City Attorney 
to move forward with an amendment to the alcoholic beverage license ordinance so 
that the 600 foot rule would not apply where a Church was involved in a 
commercial or industrial zone.  In researching the minutes of Commission 
meetings he could not find that action was taken on changing the ordinance.  
Attorney Alexander stated that he was present tonight on behalf of Mr. McGarvey 
to ask the Commission since they instructed the City Attorney to move forward 
with amending the ordinance to urge the Commission to move forward with the 
changes so that Mr. McGarvey’s application could be duly processed. 
 
The City Attorney stated that Attorney Alexander is correct and unless the 
ordinance is changed Mr. McGarvey’s application is in a position where the 
Commission would have to deny it.  The Commission indicated previously that 
they were agreeable to making the ordinance amendments, but since that time Mr. 
McGarvey have had some difficulty with Fire Marshall Inspection issues.  The 
City Attorney stated that he spoke with appropriate City staff and it sounded like 
issues have been pretty much resolved or Mr. McGarvey have plans in place to 
deal with it.  He pointed out that the Building Official’s approval is necessary and a 
certificate of occupancy is needed even if the City’s ordinance is changed to allow 
an exception to the 600 foot rule for properties that are in a commercial zone which 
happens to be close to a Church.  If the Commission changes the ordinance at the 
next meeting and there is a certificate of occupancy the Commission can act on the 
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application and grant the license at that time.  If there is not a certificate of 
occupancy a provisional license would be issued.  The provisional license being 
good to allow the owner to have the pre-requisite of a City license which is needed 
to obtain a State license.  The City Attorney recommended that the Commission 
allow him to make the ordinance amendment at the next Commission Meeting on 
February 5, 2003. 
 
Attorney Alexander stated that they are fully aware that they have to comply with 
those other requirements that the City Attorney mentioned and they are moving 
ahead to do that. 
 
3. Nelson Hart in reference to Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for The Keg 
Package Store and The Keg Lounge. 

 
Nelson Hart appeared before the Commission to discuss the non-renewal of the 
alcoholic beverage licenses at the Keg Lounge and the Keg Package Store.  He 
mentioned that his Attorney was not running late.  He questioned what does his 
other violations have to do with the Keg Lounge and the Keg Package Store. 
 
The City Attorney explained if a business has a violation at one business their 
licenses could be revoked or suspended at all businesses. 
 
Mr. Hart questioned if a Winn Dixie Store receives a violation would the 
remaining stores licenses be revoked because of the violation. 
 
The City Attorney explained if someone does something that results in a violation 
at Winn Dixie then all of the remaining licenses could be revoked.  The City 
Attorney advised Mr. Hart that he must give a written notice to have an appeal or 
his Attorney may file an appeal for him.  The appeal could be placed on the 
Agenda for the meeting of February 5, 2003. 
 
4. Lana Williamson, CARS (Citizens’ Alliance for Responsible Spending), 
to address Action List presented in the December 18, 2002 meeting regarding 
the budget crisis. 
 
Lana Williamson representing Citizens Alliance for Responsible Spending 
appeared before the Commission to discuss the action list presented on December 
18, 2002.  Mrs. Williamson stated that the last time she spoke it was for at least ten 
minutes.  She questioned the three minute limit.  The City Attorney stated that the 
City Commission does not use Robert Rules of Order, but use rules of the City 
Charter. 
 
Mrs. Williamson asked the status of action items: 
 
1. A formal vouchering system will be established.  It shall include Official 

forms, require documentation and have procedures for approval levels and 
required authorization. 

 
The City Manager stated that staff is presently putting together vouchers for 
employees to use. 
 

2. Electronic Transfers will be reported and documented on paper.  
Expenditures will be reported on a monthly basis. 
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The Director of Finance stated that there is currently no written policy, but 
there is written documentation of transfers. 
 

3. Any expenditure, other than those required for operation, will require 
approval by the Commission. 

 
Mayor Brown stated that those expenditures must come to the Commission for 
approval. 
 
4. Deficiencies in pension and in insurance liabilities will be corrected. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the Finance Director is handling this along with the City 
Manager. 
 
5. Deficiencies reported in the State audits of 1999, 2000 and 2001 must be 

corrected. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the audit reports are being dealt with at the next 
Commission meeting. 
 
6. Standard Accounting procedures will be adopted and followed. 
 
The Director of Finance stated that the items in the audit that are itemized to say 
addressing deficiencies are going to be addressed. 
 
7. There shall be no more deficit spending. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that there is no deficit spending occurring at this time based 
on the budget.  He stated that there are situations when you borrow from other 
funds in order to keep the City in operating condition.  Funds that are borrowed, 
are paid back. 
 
8. The City will submit to a monthly departmental review and audit of all 

account activity by the citizens review committee. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the monthly reports are available to the general public 
and all records are open and they are available to everyone. 
 
APPROVAL(S) 
 
1. A. Jones III, Director of Economic and Community Development, to 

discuss the final Comprehensive Plan in reference to the GreenSpace 
Project. 

 
The Director of Community Development stated that he has been working on the 
Comprehensive Plan to conform with the Greenspace Program that was adopted by 
the City of Brunswick and Glynn County.  He mentioned that the Regional 
Development Center have accepted the amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.  
The Director of Community Development submitted the following resolution for 
adoption. 
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Whereas, the City of Brunswick has developed text to amend the Comprehensive Plan to 
conform with the Community Greenspace Program; and  

Whereas, the text amendments have been submitted for formal review, comment and 
recommendation to the Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center and the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs as mandated by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989; and  

Whereas, the text amendments were certified by those agencies as meeting all requirements of 
the Georgia Planning Act of 1989; and  

Whereas, the City of Brunswick wishes to adopt the (Greenspace) text amendments as an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan; and  

Now there be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of the City of Brunswick hereby 
approve and adopt the amended Comprehensive Plan on the 15th day of January 2003, under the 
Georgia Planning Act of 1989; and  

Be it further resolved that the Brunswick City Commissioners instruct the formal notification of 
said adoption be forwarded to the Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center and the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs as required by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989, 
and to others as appropriate.  

So resolved, this 15th day of January 2003.  

 

Bradford S. Brown, Mayor  

Georgia E. Marion, City Clerk  
 

Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 
motion adopting the above Resolution presented by staff.  The motion passed. 

     
2. Wastewater Department to reline seven (7) manholes. 
 
Burton Carter, Construction Manager submitted a cost estimate to rehabilitate 
seven manholes with fiberglass liners in the amount of $21,177.00 from J & H 
Waterstop.  The location of the manholes is listed below: 
 
1. Union Street @ Mansfield Street #1   13.20 depth 
2. Altama Avenue, Sea Island Credit Union #2 8.50 depth 
3. Altama Avenue, across from Credit Union #3 9.30 depth 
4. Altama Avenue, South from Tara Lane on east shoulder going to LS6#4 

9.24 depth 
5. Altama Avenue, South from Tara Lane on east shoulder going to LS6#5 

10.6 depth 
6. Altama Avenue, South from Tara Lane on east shoulder going to LS6#6 

11.0 depth 
7. 106 Briarwood Drive, Buckingham Area, #7 8.75 depth. 

Total depth   70.59 feet. 
 

Mr. Carter recommended that J. H. Waterstop perform the work for the cost of 
$21,177.00. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion accepting the recommendation from staff granting J. H. Waterstop to 
perform the work relining seven (7) manholes listed above for the cost of 
$21,177.00.  The motion passed. 
 

3. Wastewater Department to reline two (2) – 8” mains. 
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Burton Carter, Construction Manager submitted cost estimates for relining of two 
locations of eight inch sewer main. 
 
Egmont Street from George to Howe 

Side Line, 434 Lnft+35Lnftof 8”x6 mm CIPP @ $32.00 $15,008.00 
Centerline, 528 Lnft of 8”x6 mm CIPP @ $32.00    16,896.00 

Ellis Street from George to Mansfield 
1047 Lnft. Of 8”x6 mm CIPP @ $32.00     33,504.00 

Restore Services, 25 @ $100.00 each complete       2,500.00 
  TOTAL       $67,908.00 
  
Mr. Carter recommended that Southeast Pipe Survey perform the work for the cost 
of $67,908.00. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 
motion accepting the recommendation of staff granting Southeast Pipe and Survey 
to perform the work, relining two eight inch sewer mains listed above in the 
amount of $67,908.00.  The motion passed. 
 
 
4. Bid recommendation on Bleachers for Howard Coffin Park. 

 
The Recreation Director submitted the following bids for Aluminum Outdoor 
Bleachers for the Recreation Department: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Recreation Director recommended the low bid of Southeastern Seating Inc.  He 
stated that the cost for the concrete and anchoring would be approximately $16,500.00 
which brings the total for the purchase and installation of the aluminum bleachers to 
approximately $61,000.00. 
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Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the motion 
accepting the recommendation of staff to accept the low bid of Southeastern Seating 
Inc., in the amount of $44,850.00 and the installation cost for concrete and anchoring 
for bleachers totaling approximately $61,000.00.  The motion passed.  
 
CITY MANAGER’S ITEM(S) 
 
1. Update on scheduled budget meetings and workshops. 
 
The City Manager announced that staff would meet for one week beginning on 
February 5, 2003 to plan for the budget. 
 
2. Update on SPLOST III. 
 
This item was not discussed by the City Manager. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S ITEM(S) 
 
Resolution to adopt Qualifying Fees for this year’s upcoming election. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 
motion unanimously adopting the following resolution: 
 

CITY OF BRUNSWICK  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Brunswick Board of City Commissioners has considered the 2002 gross 
salaries of Elected City Officials and the need for establishing fees for qualifying for each 
City Office be filled in the upcoming election of2003, and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission upon motion properly made and seconded in its regular 
meeting on January 15, 2003, voted unanimously to set those fees at 3 percent of the 
salaries in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 21- 2-131 ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of the City of 
Brunswick, that 2003 Qualifying fees for Elections of City Officials be, and hereby are, 
fixed at 3 percent of said salary amounts as follows.  

City Commissioners $242.00  

SO RESOLVED this 15th day of January 2003.  

         Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 Georgia E. Marion, City Clerk 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Liquidation of City Real Estate. 
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Mayor Brown asked the City Manager to give an update on surplus property. 
 
The City Manager stated that the surplus property is located at 2211 Bartow Street, 
525 Wolfe Street and 920 Newcastle Street.  The City Manager pointed out that the 
Bartow Street property is the old Friendship House and there is an interest in that 
property to construct a carwash.  The Wolfe Street property is the old Starbrite 
Laundry and there is also interest in that property.  He stated that there has to be 
remediation of lead base paint and asbestos.  The Newcastle Street property is the 
old Building Inspector’s office. 
 
Mayor Brown recommended that the City Manager begin the process of liquidating 
the properties. 
 
The City Attorney stated that he would check into the process of liquidating the 
properties. 
 
Commissioner Davis made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion to proceed with advertisement and liquidation of the three properties 
mentioned above.  The motion passed. 
 
COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS’ ITEM(S) 
 
Town Hall Meeting. 
 
Commissioner Williams announced that he would like to set up a town hall 
meeting the first week in next month.  The town hall meeting would be held in the 
North District in order to give information to citizens that are interesting in some of 
the things the average citizen does not know.  He requested to have every 
Commissioner, Department Head, City Manager and City Attorney present at the 
town hall meeting. 
 
The City Manager was instructed to submit a schedule for the town hall meeting 
and give information to the news media about the place, date and time of this 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Davis seconded the 
motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED. 
 
 
       /s/ Bradford S. Brown   
            Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 
 
Attest: /s/ Georgia E. Marion   
      City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


