
OFFICIAL MINUTES 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 
6:30 P.M., MAY 7, 2003 

 
 
PRESENT:  His Honor Mayor Bradford S. Brown, Commissioners Harold E. Jennings, 
and Jonathan Williams.  
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Roosevelt Lawrence and Doris A. Davis. 
  
INVOCATION:  Commissioner Harold E. Jennings gave the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison by 
everyone in attendance. 
 
MINUTES: Regular Meeting of April 16, 2003.  
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 16, 2003.  The motion 
passed by vote of 3 to 0.  
 
Mayor Brown changed item #5 under approvals to be the first item. 
 
APPROVAL(S): 
 
1. Bonnie Dvorak, HR Director, to address: 

            
Update on the Disease State Management Program 
 
The Human Resources Director stated that the City is currently paying less for Health 
Care this year than last year.  Claims were down more than $26,000.  She gave 
statistical information submitted by Total Life Care Services after screening one hundred 
nineteen (119) City employees.  She mentioned that a total of fifty-one employees were 
enrolled in January in the Life Care Program and forty-three remained in the program. 
 
City’s Safety Incentive Program 

 
The Human Resources Director stated that the Safety Incentive Program was intended 
to create incentives to encourage employees to work safely and to minimize lost days 
from work because of a work related injury.  She stated that eliminating the program 
would save $33,000.00 per year and that the burden would be placed on the 
departments where accidents occur. 

 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion to discontinue the Safety Incentive Program.  The motion passed by vote of 3 to 
0. 
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REZONING 
 
Accept application to rezone 1800 Gloucester Street from R9-Residential to GC-
General Commercial, for use as a parking lot. Owner is William Ligon, Attorney at 
Law.   
 
Attorney William Ligon appeared before the Commission to request that the property at 
1800 Gloucester Street be rezoned from R-9 Residential District to GC-General 
Commercial to use as a parking lot for his law office. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or against the rezoning.  No 
one spoke against proposed rezoning. 
 

 
Accept application to rezone 21 acres of the Brunswick Peninsula Tract, located 
off Habersham Street in front Brunswick High School, from LI-Limited Industrial to 
GC-General Commercial. Owners are Greater Works Than These Ministries, Inc. 
 
Eddie Williams representing Greater Works Than These Ministries, Inc. appeared before 
the Commission to request 21 acres in Brunswick Peninsula tract located off Habersham 
Street in front of Brunswick High be rezoned from LI-Limited Industrial to GC-General 
Commercial to build a beautiful Church on Habersham Street.  He mentioned that Chris 
Amos would present the plans at the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or against the rezoning.  No 
one spoke against the rezoning. 
 
DELEGATION(S) 
 
1. Shawn Williams, Coordinator for MELD for Young Dads, Glynn County 
Commission on Children and Youth, to introduce himself and the program.  
 
Shawn Williams, coordinator of Minnesota Early Learning Design (MELD) for Young 
Dads appeared before the Commission to discuss the new program.  Mr. Williams stated 
that the program targets young males ages 15 to 25 with children under the age of 3.  All 
males must meet the basic requirements.  Mr. Williams requested that the City adopt the 
program.  He submitted information for the Commission to review. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the City should not have a problem endorsing the program at 
the next meeting after the Commission review the information.            
 
2. Tony Sammons, Georgia Power Company, to address implementing a City 
Ordinance  regarding tampering with utility meters.  
Tony Sammons, representing Georgia Power Company appeared before the 
Commission to speak on meter tampering.  Mr. Sammons stated that Georgia Power 
experience about three theft of services cases per week involved with meter tampering in 
the City.  Mr. Sammons submitted samples of ordinances from other Cities. 
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The City Attorney stated that he would have an ordinance for the Commission to review 
at the next meeting.             
 
3. Harry Lyde to address City taxes and title of Governess. 
 
Harry Lyde appeared before the Commission to discuss the Police & Fire Merger, a riot 
on St. Simons three years ago, bank robberies, double taxation and faulty fire 
equipment.  He offered to work with the City Manager on resolving some of these issues. 
 
4. Zack Lyde to address City employees and Public Safety Merger. 
 
Zack Lyde appeared before the Commission to speak about the City of Brunswick having 
been under an attack and siege.  Mr. Lyde asked the City to regroup and call on citizens 
who have a relationship with God.  Mr. Lyde mentioned the sale of a 1968 vehicle and 
the newly created County Commissioner seat.  He asked the Commission to show 
courage and not fire City employees that have given their best. 
 
5. Janis Slade to address the proposed salary/personnel reductions with a 
financial resource possibility. 
 
Janis Slade appeared before the Commission to discuss across the board salary and/or 
personnel cuts.  Mrs. Slade read the following letter and ask that it be a part of the City’s 
record. 
 
Since the issue of across the board salary and/or personnel cuts for City employees 
looms over us all, I wish to go on record requesting the you seriously consider the 
following regarding our police and fire departments: 
 
As you pursue the long overdue budget tightening that you’ve mandated, please be 
reminded that the recent merger committee heard from all representatives of Georgia’s 
consolidated municipalities that our two public safety departments (fire and police) are 
NOT where cuts should be made.  It must be recognized that the Brunswick Police and 
Fire Departments need to be regarded as unique entities within the City structure.  The 
emotionally charged fact that our low salary scale has forced dedicated officers to take 
risky second jobs has not gone unnoticed by the citizens of Brunswick.  Additionally, we 
already have incidents of police officers answering potentially dangerous calls without 
the hope of backup.  Cuts in either personnel or salary will only increase the risk of 
additional tragedy within that department.  Add the fact that in less than one month from 
the opening of our new economy-enhancing, tourist enticing spectacular bridge, we’ve 
already had to respond to TWO suicide cases from the highest span, pulling units from 
their normal patrol duties,  Yes, our City’s situation is indeed unique. 
 
Although I’ve repeatedly heard the remaining members of this Commission appear to 
take comfort in the fact that many other municipalities and state governments are 
experiencing similar financial problems, I submit to you that there are some significant 
differences in the circumstances that brought us to this point, and that we need to be 
flexible in our attempts to correct the problem.  To that end, I am requesting that you 
investigate the notion of an emergency and temporary “public safety tax” as a source of 
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revenue that will allow us to financially bolster these two departments until your 
proposed merge can be facilitated. 
 
Our Police and Fire Departments are not responsible for our critical financial situation, it 
would be unwise to punish them further. 
 
APPROVAL(S) 
 
1. William Ligon, Attorney, to request a variance to Sprinkler System 
requirements for a new office at 1800 Gloucester Street. 
 
Attorney Ligon requested that this request be taken off the Agenda and discussed at a 
later date. 
 
2. Dan Emanuel, to request a variance to Sprinkler System requirements for a 
new building in the 3200 block of Norwich Street. 
 
Mr. Emanuel was not present to discuss his request. 
 
3. Doug Neal, Architect, to address remediation of Lead Base Paint in the 
Howard Coffin  Park Building. 
 
Doug Neal, Architect submitted the following bids for Asbestos and Lead Abatement for 
the Howard Coffin Recreation Center: 
 
         Bidder             Bid totals   Grant Total: Base Bid 
 
Southern Environment   Asbestos:$26,258.00   * 
          
        Marietta, GA    Lead:$16,878.00   ($38,496.00)Alternate 
                (Lead Alt:$12,238.00) 
   JENSCO, Inc.    Abestos:$28,795.00 
Jacksonville Beach, FL     Lead: $34,403.00  ($55,722.00) Alternate 
     (Lead Alt:$26,927.00)   
Southeast Abatement   Asbestos:$39,000.00 
    Services, Inc.      Lead: $40,000.00   ($71,000.00) 
Alternate 
    Carrolton, FL    (Lead Alt:$32,000.00) 
E & D Coating, Inc.   Asbestos: $22,176.00 
    Valdosta, GA      Lead:$20,944.00  ($40,320.00) Alternate 
     (Lead Alt: $18,144.00 
SaCal Environmental   Asbestos:$53,750.00 
    Macon, GA      Lead:$84,390.00  ($120,140.00) Alternate 
     (Lead Alt: $66,390.00) 
Ellis Environmental   Asbestos:$58,399.00 
   Pensacola, FL      Lead:$32,712.00   ($80,911.00) 
Alternate 
     (Lead Alt:$22,512.00) 
ABA Tech Services, Inc   Asbestos: $41,000.00         $41,000.00 
   Logansville, GA        Lead:No Bid 
    *Bid Recommendation   
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Mr. Neal recommended the low bid of Southern Environmental in the amount of 
$38,496.00. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion accepting the low bid of Southern Environmental in the amount of $38,496.00.  
The motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
4. John Tuten, Tuten and Associates, to address the following items:        
 
Proposals for renovations of Customs House/City Hall 
 
John Tuten submitted the following proposals for renovations and additions to the U. S, 
Customs Building/City Hall: 
 
Collins Construction, Savannah    $2,276,000.00 
Owens & Pridgen, Inc. Brunswick, GA  31520  $2,322,444.36 
Hedges, Inc., Fairburn     $2,820,700.00 
 
Mr. Tuten requested a contingency of $60,000.00 for unseen problems.  He 
recommended the bid of Owens & Pridgen, Inc. of Brunswick in the amount of 
$2,322,444.36 be accepted under the new State bidding system which allows the City to 
consider acceptance of local bids.  He stated that the completion date on the renovation 
of the Custom House is scheduled for September, 2004. 
 
Mayor Brown pointed out that the project funding would be short $65,000.00. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 
motion to accept the bid of Owens and Pridgen in the amount of $2,322,444.36.  The 
motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
Proposals for Heating and Air replacement at The Ritz Theatre. 

 
John Tuten submitted the following proposal for Heating and Air Replacements at the 
Ritz Theatre: 
 
Owens and Pridgen, Inc.    $243,217.00 
 
The City Manager identified the Heating and Air Conditioner replacements as a Tier II 
project. 
 
Mayor Brown suggested borrowing recaptured funds to install the new system at the Ritz 
Theatre.  He stated that the City must identify other potential funding for this project. 
 
The City Manager stated that he would look at the amount of recaptured funds coming 
into the City and get the information back to the Commission. 
 
6. Keith Morgan, Director, Water and Wastewater, to address the following:          
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FY 2002-2003 Budget 
 
The Water and Wastewater Director submitted FY 2002-2003 Budget for approval. 
 
Following a discussion Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner 
Williams seconded the motion adopting the Water and Wastewater FY 2002-2003 
Budget in the amount of $10,561,289.00.  The motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
Amendments to Water and Wastewater Ordinance regarding Grease Traps. 
 
The Water and Wastewater Director requested that the Commission consider the 
adoption of the Grease Trap Ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion adopting the following amendments to the Water and Wastewater ordinance on 
Grease Traps.  The motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
Replacement Well at FLETC. 
 
The Water and Wastewater Director reported that the City is proceeding with replacing 
the well at FLETC and will submit an itemized cost proposal. 

 
Purchasing meters with radio read capabilities. 
 
The Water and Wastewater Director requested to purchase and install new automated 
meters. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion approving the purchase of automated meters.  The motion passed by vote of 3 to 
0.  
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S ITEM(S) 
 
Amendments To The City’s Zoning Ordinance. 
 
The City Attorney reported that he is working on the Zoning Ordinance revisions and 
would have an updated zoning map in the next several weeks.  He requested to extend 
the moratorium on Bill Boards for at least two more meetings. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion extending the moratorium on Bill Boards until two more Commission meetings.  
The motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
CITY CLERK’S ITEM(S) 
 
Petition received from Jackie Ashley and Jean Ann Haynie to transfer Section C-
1, S-1/2 of Lot No. 23 of Palmetto Cemetery to Simon John Stevens.  Original 
Deed lost or misplaced, but records verify ownership. 
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Commissioner Jennings made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the 
motion approving the above cemetery petition.  The motion passed by vote of 3 to 0. 
 

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS’ ITEM(S) 
 
Overall Cleanliness of City. 
 
Commissioner Williams reported that the City has sofas, rugs and carpeting on the curb 
of Albany Street.  There are still citizens complaining that the City is not picking up all 
trash mixed with leaves left at the curbside.  He mentioned that citizens are in favor of 
doing things to help clean up the City. 
 
He gave an example of citizens cutting up a tree that fell on the street one Saturday 
morning and stacked it in the yard waiting for Public Works to pick up the remains of the 
tree.  He asked if there was an ordinance stating that citizens are responsible to clean 
their yards up to the sidewalk or streets. 
 
Commissioner Williams pointed out that the City should encourage citizens to do things 
for themselves and not wait on the City. 
 
Commissioner Williams went on record stating that the City needs to compliment the 
citizens of Brunswick for their help in cleaning up the community.  He added that the 
City have a lot to be thankful for and citizens should be given credit or recognition for 
doing things to help keep the City clean.  
 
DELEGATION 
 
Dan Emanuel stated that he would like to speak on a request for a variance for the 
requirements of a sprinkler system for a new building.  He pointed out that he was on the 
agenda. 
 
The City Attorney stated that the ordinance has been adopted and the Commission could 
not change rules on Fire Protection. 
 
Dan Emanuel stated that he spoke with the Fire Marshall and Building Inspector about 
the requirements for the new building.  He was instructed by the Fire Marshall to come 
and request a variance from the Commission. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the City could not grant a variance and did not know why the 
Fire Marshall instructed Mr. Emanuel to request a variance from the Commission.  He 
mentioned that the Fire Marshall needs to be present to address these issues.  Mayor 
Brown instructed the City Manager to contact the Fire Marshall and meet with Mr. 
Emanuel to clarify what needs to be done about the variance.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 
motion to hold an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues and litigation.  All voted 
by standing. 
 
Following the Executive Session Mayor Brown stated that the Commission discussed 
one personnel issue involving the Commission seat of Roosevelt Lawrence in 
accordance to the Official Code of Georgia 44-5-1.  The Commission is giving 
Commissioner Roosevelt Lawrence a ten day notice for his seat to be considered 
vacant.  An appeal may be filed in Superior Court. 
 
Commissioner Jennings stated that he considered Commissioner Lawrence as a 
personal friend and colleague and the best Commissioner who served for thirteen years.  
He  stated that Commissioner Lawrence will be missed greatly, pointing out that the law 
states that his seat should be considered vacant.  He mentioned that his family has ten 
days to respond. 
 
Commissioner Jennings made a motion with regret and Commissioner Williams 
seconded the motion giving a ten day notice in writing to Commissioner Roosevelt 
Lawrence to consider his seat vacant in accordance with State law.  The motion passed 
by vote of 3 to 0. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Jennings seconded the 
motion to adjourn the meeting.  All voted by standing. 
 
  
MEETING ADJOURNED. 
                                                                      ______________________________ 
                                                                       Bradford S. Brown, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:_______________________       
          Georgia E. Marion, City Clerk 


