
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2007 AT 6:30 P. M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2
ND

 FLOOR 

 
PRESENT: His Honor Mayor Bryan Thompson, Mayor Pro-Tem Jonathan Williams,     

                     Commissioners Cornell Harvey, Mark Spaulding and James H. Brooks, Sr. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order. 

 

INVOCATION: Mayor Pro-Tem Williams gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Everyone in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance in unison. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING(S) – LAND USE 

 

       Mayor Thompson announced that both petitions would be discussed together. 

 

1. Rezoning Petition No. 07-02 and Riverside Plaza Height Overlay Petition. – Arne Glaeser, 

City Planner. 

 

       Arne Glaeser, City Planner recommended in favor of granting rezoning for Riverside Plaza 

from HC, Highway Commercial, to PD-TN, Planned Development- Traditional 

Neighborhood. 

 

       Mayor Thompson asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the rezoning. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks  

       seconded the motion granting the rezoning petition from HC to PD-T N and the height    

       overlay subject to the drawings precede the text.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

2. Variance Petition No. 07-02 requesting a reduction in the distance between billboards – 

Arne Glaeser, City Planner. 

 

       Arne Glaeser, City Planner does not recommend approval.  No hardship was established. 

       

       Mr. King architect of the Riverside Plaza presented drawings of the project and answered  

       questions presented by the Commission. 

 

       Mayor Thompson asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the rezoning and  

       variance. 

      

       Andrew Hurayt resident of Riverside Subdivision discussed concerns on the impact of the  

       Riverside Plaza Project to the 140 homes in that neighborhood. He further stated that he had     

       reservations. 

 

       Hal Hart resident of Riverside Drive questioned staff analysis and binding contracts 

       and the three uses of the businesses and parking. 

 

       Woody Woodside representing the Chamber of Commerce and a resident of Riverside  

       subdivision supported the rezoning.  

 

       Gary Coleberg representing Southeast Georgia Health System and resident of Riverside  

       Drive stated the he was in favor of the rezoning.  The Riverside Plaza project would allow  

       family members to be close to their hospitalized relatives. 

 

       Buzzie Ramsey resident of Riverside questioned the site plan approval hearing. 

        

       Janice Slade representing Riverside Homeowners Association requested that Arne Glaeser 

       and the developer meet with the Riverside Homeowners Association to discuss their  

       concerns. 
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       Following a discussion, Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Commissioner Williams    

       seconded the motion to approving the reduction in the distance between billboards.  The  

       motion passed by vote of 5 to 0.       

     

DELEGATE 

  

3.    Geraldine Kennedy to discuss Magnolia Park Drainage. (J.Brooks) 

 

       This item was removed from the Agenda. 

       

ITEM(S) TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL 

 

4. Joint Water Sewer Agreement. (M.Spaulding and J.Williams) 

     

Commissioner Spaulding brought up for discussion the progress made at the Work Session 

on Friday concerning the Joint Water Sewer Operational Agreement.  

 

Following a discussion, and at the request of Commissioner Brooks Mayor Thompson made 

a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion authorizing the City Manager and 

City Attorney to meet and bring back to the Commission an addendum for the Operational 

Agreement to the first meeting in April. The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

5. Minutes from the February 20, 2007 regular meeting. (G. Marion) 

 

       Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding seconded the motion  

       approving the minutes of the meeting of February 20, 2007.  The motion passed by vote of 

       5 to 0. 

 

6. BOARD APPOINTMENT(S) 

 

 Hospital Authority Board – 1 position (G.Marion) 

      

       The City Clerk submitted the following names for consideration for appointment to the       

       Hospital Authority Board: 

         

       City Residents 

       Bradford S. Brown 

       Walter C. McNeely 

 

       County Residents 

       Ian S. Easton 

       Devera S. Grashuis 

 

       Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the motion  

       nominating two City residents Bradford S. Brown and Walter McNeely to be considered for  

       appointment to the Hospital Authority Board.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks made the motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion  

       nominating one County resident Ian S. Easton  to be considered for appointment to the  

       Hospital Authority Board.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

7. Extension of Moratorium on LED Signs – Arne Glaeser, City Planner. 

 

        Arne Glaeser, City Consultant requested an extension of moratorium on LED signs until    

        April 4, 2007. 

      

        Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding seconded the motion 

        extending a moratorium on LED signs until April 4, 2007.  The motion passed by vote of 

        5 to 0. 
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8. MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

 1. General Fund 

 2. Water and Wastewater Fund 

 3. Community Development Fund 

 4. Sanitation Fund 

         

        The Director of Finance submitted the monthly reports. 

 

        Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Harvey       

        seconded the motion to accept the monthly reports.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

9. Mathew Hill, DDA Director, requesting permission for the Downtown Restaurant    

       Association to host a Wine and Food Festival in June 2007. 

 

        Mathew Hill, DDA Director stated that questions have not been answered by the  

        Department of Revenue concerning the Wine and Food Festival. 

 

10. Sgt. Kevin Jones, from the Brunswick Police Department requesting two (2) Yamaha Wave 

Runners and 1200 M.R.E. meals be declared surplus.  

 

        Sgt. Jones requested that this item be deferred until a later date. 

 

11. Chief Edna Johnson and Lt. David O’Neil, EMD, from the Brunswick Police Department, to 

present “Code Red”. 

 

       Police Chief Edna Johnson discussed “CODE RED” emergency notification services would  

       be used to notify residents and departmental staff quickly in the event of an emergency. 

 

       Lt. David O’Neil, EMD, discussed “CODE RED” Software. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner 

       Brooks seconded the motion approving the “CODE RED” Emergency Notification  

       System.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

12. “N” Street and Water Reclamation Projects - Steve Belcher, Consultant from Stantec. 

 

        Steve Belcher, Consultant from Stantec updated the Commission on the “N” Street 

        and the Water Reclamation project. 

  

13. Klear-Ryna, LLC, dba The Oyster Shack to retail distilled spirits on premises.  Owner and 

 Operator is Dean Austin Klear. 

 

       The Chief of Police recommended that the alcoholic beverage license be granted to Klear- 

       Ryna LLC, dba The Oyster Shack. 

 

       Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the motion  

       granting an alcoholic beverage license to Dean Austin Klear at the Oyster Shack, 2027 Stacy  

       Street.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

14. Funding for Public Works – John Butts, Director of Public Works. 

 

       The Public Works Director requested funding for the new Public Works facility. 

        

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Harvey  

       seconded the motion to move forward with the Public Works facility with approved SPLOST  

       funds. The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 
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CITY MANAGER’S  ITEM(S) 

 

15. Jekyll Island Club’s UDAG Loan. 

 

       The City Manager discussed the history of Jekyll Island Club UDAG Loan.  He  

       recommended that the City accept their proposal of $300,000 with the balance  

       to be paid over 120 months at 5% per annum. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner  

       Spaulding seconded the motion accepting Alternative #2- to accept the $300,000 

       with balance paid over 120 months at 5% per annum.  The motion passed by vote of 

       5 to 0. 

 

Add Item to Agenda Update of Howard Coffin Park Pool 

 

Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion to 

add Update of Howard Coffin Park Pool on the Agenda.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 

0. 

 

The Recreation Director updated the Commission on the opening date of the Howard Coffin  

Park Pool that is scheduled on the last weekend of May 2007. 

 

16. Update on Demolitions. 

 

       The City Manager submitted a list of residents and businesses that have been razed since  

       January 2007. 

 

COMMISSIONER BROOKS’ ITEM(S) 

 

17. College Park Entrance. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks asked that the item be placed on the next Agenda. 

         

18. Establishing a Grievance Committee. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks asked that the item be placed on the next Agenda. 

 

19. Update on Cemeteries. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks discussed concerns about burial spaces in Greenwood Cemetery that     

       are currently not available for sale because the survey has not been completed.  

        

 Commissioner Brooks expressed his concerns about not having the survey done after the 

       Commission authorized the survey of Greenwood cemetery. 

 

       Mayor Thompson stated that a Cemetery Committee meeting would be scheduled as soon as  

       possible. 

 

       The Director of Public Works stated that he is not going to move forward until the Cemetery     

       Committee meets. 

 

       Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion to     

       adjourn the meeting. 

 

      MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

                                                                                                     /s/ Bryan Thompson   

                                                                                                      Bryan Thompson, Mayor 

 

Attest: /s/ Georgia Marion    

            Georgia Marion, City Clerk 

        


