
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2007 AT 6:30 P. M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2
ND

 FLOOR 

 
PRESENT:  His Honor Mayor Bryan Thompson, Commissioners Jonathan Williams, Cornell  

                      Harvey, Mark Spaulding and James H. Brooks, Sr. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order. 

 

INVOCATION: Commissioner Spaulding gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Everyone in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance in  

                                                      unison.  

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1. JWSC. (B.Thompson) 

 

Mayor Thompson gave a brief update on the Joint Water/Sewer Agreement.  He stated that        

discussions are productive for both sides and anticipated that a Joint Water/Sewer document 

 will be presented that is agreeable to both City and County Commissioners. 

 

2. Electronic Recycling. (B.Thompson)           

 

Mayor Thompson stated that last year the City did participate in the Electronic Recycling a        

little late. Keep Brunswick and Golden Isles Beautiful organized the Electronic Recycling 

and it was successful.  He asked the Commission to allow the City to participate this year.  

He asked the City Manager to make sure that the City is ready to participate this year and 

declare the electronic items as surplus. 

         

3. State of Cemeteries. (M.Spaulding) 

 

       Commissioner Spaulding requested an update on Cemeteries.   

 

       The Public Works Director discussed the accumulation of a $95,500 water bill at  

       Palmetto Cemetery.  He asked the Commission to determine how to take care of this bill. 

He recommended three alternatives: Commission could pay the bill out of the Cemetery 

Trust Fund account upon legal investigation by the City Attorney; approve a write off on the 

water bill or fund, and pay the water bill from the General Fund.  He gave a history of why 

the City never charged the Cemetery for water, and then the Cemetery started receiving a 

water bill in 2003 for $4,000.00.  Public Works did a budget for water and the budget was 

cut.  The average yearly cost for water at the cemetery is $95,000.  The outstanding water 

bill issue would be brought back to the Commission with a recommendation following the 

Cemetery meeting on Monday morning. 

     

Commissioner Spaulding discussed placing the Cemetery on a well system and placing        

spigots where needed at intervals.    

 

The Public Works Director updated the Commission on the research that is being done to        

get estimates and drawings for the well installation. The Public Works Director mentioned        

that funding for the well is not in the budget. 

 

Following a lengthy discussion, concerning the pricing of gravesites plots and fee structures,        

the Pubic Works Director was instructed to proceed and get estimates for a shallow well        

and the Commission would determine the funding to drill the well. 
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Commissioner Spaulding recommended setting up a new Cemetery Committee and appoint        

citizens to serve on this committee.  The Mayor stated that the current Cemetery Committee        

is laying groundwork for structure of the new Cemetery Committee. 

 

ITEM(S) TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL 

 

4. Minutes from April 4, 2007 meeting. (G. Marion)         

 

Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion        

approving the minutes of the meeting of April 4, 2007.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

5. CDBG Annual Action Plan. (B.Weeks) 

   

        The Community Development Director submitted the FY 2007-2008 Community   

        Development Block Grant Annual Action Plan ($455,385.00) 

  

Following a discussion, Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Commissioner Williams 

seconded the motion unanimously adopting the following resolution:  

 

City of Brunswick 

Community Development Block Grant 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

TO AUTHORIZE THE FILING AND ADMINISTRATION OF GRANT REQUEST 

FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

The City of Brunswick, Georgia through its ongoing planning 

program, has identified certain neighborhoods which must cope 

with a disproportionate burden of urban problems.  These 

neighborhoods are located throughout Brunswick, Georgia and 

formally classified by Resolution as sub-standard. 

 

These projects, however, require funding which is beyond the fiscal 

ability of the City of Brunswick.  Congress, through Title I of the 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, 

has provided a viable mechanism to initiate community 

improvement.  This mechanism is the Community Development Block 

Grant Program for Entitlement Cities. 

 

IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE within the City of 

Brunswick, the MAYOR and COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

BRUNSWICK, in open session do hereby: 

 

1) Direct its City Department of Community Development to 

prepare and file application with all appropriate 

appendages, assurances, and certifications with the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development requesting 

funding under the Community Development Block Grant for 

Entitlement Cities for the fiscal year 2007-2008; and  

 

2) Designate and appoint the Mayor and City Commissioners 

as agents and delegates of the City of Brunswick, Georgia 
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for the purpose of applying for the above described funds; 

and 

 

3) Authorize the Mayor to furnish all relevant information and 

sign all application forms and papers directly related to 

obtaining and administering the above grant on behalf of 

the City; and 

 

4) Direct that all monies distributed from the above grant be 

utilized only for specifically designated and approved 

projects and further that the monies from said grant be paid 

out only upon checks and drafts signed by the City Director 

of Community Development and Finance Director of the 

City of Brunswick for the purpose of carrying out said grant. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Bryan Thompson as Mayor of the City 

of Brunswick is duly authorized to execute this Resolution for the 

Mayor and on behalf of City Commission. 

 

This 18th day of April 2007. 

 

       CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

 

      BY: /s/ Bryan Thompson     

       BRYAN THOMPSON, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Georgia E. Marion      

GEORGIA E. MARION, CITY CLERK 
   

 

6. Approval to receive funds from a Historic Preservation Grant awarded to the Historic 

 Preservation  Board – Mathew Hill, Executive Director of Downtown Development 

 Authority.                 

  

Following a discussion, Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Brooks       

seconded the motion authorizing approval to receive funds from a Historic Preservation 

Grant        awarded to the Historic Preservation Board.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

7. Fencing around the new Public Works Complex located on Old Jesup Road. (J.Butts)  

  

       The Public Works Director submitted the following proposals for fencing around the new 

       Public Works facility located at 204 Old Jesup Road: 

        

Ammons Fence $92,000.00 

T and T Fence Company $88,000.00 

 

Coastal Fencing 

Never arrived for appointment, called twice did 

not return phone calls. 

A and B Fencing Could not contact, phone was out of service. 

All Fence of Georgia Called twice, did not return phone calls 

 

The Public Works Director recommended accepting the proposal from T and T Fence        

Company for $88,000.00. 
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Following a discussion, Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Williams        

seconded the motion accepting the recommendation of staff for the proposal of T and T 

Fence  

Company for $88,000.00 for fencing around the Public Works Facility. The motion passed by 

vote of 5 to 0. 

                 

8. Cemetery Water Bills. (J.Butts)             

 

        This item was discussed with Agenda Item #3. 

 

9. Selection of Actuarial Firm for Retirement. (M.Hendley)       

 

The Finance Director reported that the Pension Committee sent out RFPs for new actuaries 

and four firms sent in RFPs. After review from the Pension Committee, Actuarial Concepts 

from Jacksonville, Florida was selected as actuaries for the City’s Defined Benefit Plan. 

     

Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner 

Williams seconded the motion approving the recommendation of the Pension Committee 

selection of Actuarial Concepts as actuaries for the City’s Defined Benefit Plan.  The motion 

passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

      

10. Budget Amendment for Altama Avenue Improvement Project. (M.Hendley)   

        

       This item was deferred. 

 

11. Credit Card Services. (M.Hendley)            

 

The Director of Finance reported that there is a need to accept credit cards and debit cards in        

the City’s Water Department, Recreation Department and Municipal Court.   A committee        

interviewed several companies and made a selection based on their experience, services        

offered and fees. The committee selected BB&T to provide services for credit cards and debit        

cards.  

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner  

Williams seconded the motion approving the committee’s selection of BB&T for Credit Card        

services and look into what it takes to receive TANF cards.  The motion passed by vote of 5 

to 0. 

         

CITY MANAGER’S  ITEM(S) 

 

12. Howard Coffin Aquatic Center. 

 

       The City Manager instructed the Recreation Director to discuss the item.  The Recreation  

Director reported the Aquatic Center was 90% complete and bids for landscaping would be 

received next week.  The Aquatic Center is still on schedule to be completed by the end of 

the        month. The opening of the Aquatic Center is scheduled for Memorial Day weekend.  

He discussed the need for eight lifeguards before the opening of the Aquatic center.  He 

submitted brochures outlining the programs schedule for the Aquatic Center and the fees for 

rental and the admission cost to the Aquatic Center. 

   

CITY ATTORNEY’S ITEM(S) 

 

13. Deed of Correction to Neil Foster for property on King and Prince Blvd. 

 

       This item was deferred. 

      

14. Quitclaim Deed to Mary Pearl Shaw, 1411 Cochran Avenue, for NE ¼ Old Town Lot 55, 

 Parcel #01-01713. 
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Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding seconded the motion 

authorizing the Mayor to execute a Quitclaim deed in favor of Mary Paul Shaw for NE ¼ Old 

Town Lot 44.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

15. Quitclaim Deed to H.H. Horton, 1923 Ellis Street for New Town Lots 1434 and 1435,  

 Parcel #01-02904. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding seconded the motion        

authorizing the Mayor to execute a Quitclaim deed in favor of H. H. Horton for New Town       

Lots 1434 and 1435.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding seconded the motion to        

adjourn the meeting. 

 

       MEETING ADJOURNED.  

 

 

                                                                                                            /s/ Bryan Thompson   

                                                                                                                                 Bryan Thompson, Mayor 

 

Attest: /s/ Georgia Marion    

            Georgia Marion, City Clerk 


