
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 AT 6:30 P. M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2
ND

 FLOOR 
 

PRESENT: His Honor Mayor Bryan Thompson, Mayor Pro-Tem Jonathan Williams, 

Commissioners Cornell Harvey, Mark Spaulding and James H. Brooks, Sr.  

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Bryan Thompson called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION:   Mayor Pro-Tem Williams gave the invocation 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Everyone in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance in unison. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – LAND USE 

 

1. Proposed Amendment to the City of Brunswick Zoning Ordinance in reference to LED 

Signs  - Arne Glaeser, City Planner. 

 

Arne Glaeser, City Planner, requested the City Commission to review the proposed changes, 

make amendments, and direct staff to present all approved amendments in ordinance format 

at the next City Commission public hearing for approval.  

 

       Mayor Thompson asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the amendments to the  

Zoning Ordinance regarding L.E.D. signs. Speakers were given a limit of 3 minutes to        

discuss the amendments. 

 

Linda H. Storey, Lamar Outdoor Advertising   for the proposed LED 

amendments,  

General Manager in exception for item #21, request 48 

hours to give owners of the signs time 

to meet set requirements, by either 

phone or email. 

 

Bobby Shoup  for the proposed LED amendments 

College Place United Methodist Church 

3890 Altama Avenue  

 

Julie Hunter, resident of 8 Hanover Square for the proposed LED amendments 

 

Nick Chilton, resident of Lanier Boulevard for the proposed LED amendments 

  in addition, request they be enforced. 

 

Huntley Allen for the proposed LED amendments 

624 Palmetto Street   

 

Richard Vendetti Against the proposed LED  

815 Union Street  amendments 

 

Following a discussion, Commissioner Brooks requested that staff add into their 

recommendations, from Lamar Advertising, allowing the owners of the signage to be 

contacted if there is an issue concerning their LED signs.  Arne Glaser confirmed that this 

procedure is in their protocol when ever the individual receives a sign permit.   

 

After further discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion to accept staff 

recommendations with changes.  The changes were at Sec. 23-24-13. General Size and 

Location Requirements, #2 stating, “Message boards”, and it should have postulate to state, 

“Display screens.” The other change was on page 10, item number 7 stating, no portion of 
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an electronic message board shall exceed 15 feet in height above the grade level of the 

nearest adjacent street or road.  Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion. 

 

In a discussion, the City Attorney clarified that the changes the Commission was approving 

needed to be advertised.  He requested preparation period up to the next Commission 

meeting.  City Attorney further stated that by waiting to the next Commission meeting it 

gives him time to prepare an ordinance to update the two sections they have requested to 

change.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

City Attorney advised the Commission that the moratorium is due to expire and the City is 

required to extend the moratorium on the signage up to the next meeting.   

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to extend the moratorium on the amendment of the 

LED signs until June 20, 2007 City Commission meeting, the motion seconded by 

Commissioner Spaulding.    The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0.         

 

2. Petition to re-subdivide parcel located 3303 Norwich Street – Arne Glaeser, City Planner. 

 

Arne Glaeser, City Planner, and staff recommend in favor of granting the requested 

subdivision.  The two proposed lots meet the zoning ordinance minimum requirements for 

the GC zone district. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve staff recommendations, the motion 

seconded by Commissioner Harvey.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

ITEM(S) TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL 

 

3. Minutes from the May 16, 2007 meeting. (G. Marion) 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve minutes of the meeting of May 16, 2007, 

the motion seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Williams.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

4. Alcoholic Beverage License for Target Store located at 200 Glynn Isle Parkway to retail Beer 

 and Wine.  Beverages are not to be consumed on premises.   

 

 Corporal Jesse Gibbs requested that the alcoholic beverage license for Target be granted. 

 

Commissioner Spaulding made a motion to approve the alcoholic beverage license for 

Target, the motion seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Williams.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 

to 0. 

    

5. BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

 a) Downtown Development Authority – 5 appointments 

 

Mathew Hill, Director of Downtown Development Authority, discussed the various positions 

in detail that are in review. 

 

Commissioner Spaulding made a motion that the Commission accept the nominees for the 

five appointments, motion seconded by Commissioner Harvey.  The motion passed by a vote 

of 5 to 0. 

 

 b) Brunswick Historic Preservation Board – 2 appointments 

 

Mayor Thompson discussed that the Commission had a request to delay any new 

appointments until the Brunswick Historic Preservation board look into removing term 

limits. 

 

City Attorney discussed with the Commission if they choose to remove term limits they 

could look at changing the ordinance, in return, he would present it at the next City 

Commission meeting.  
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Commissioner Spaulding made a motion to delay any action until City Attorney returns to 

the next City Commission meeting with an ordinance for the Commission to review, motion 

seconded by Commissioner Brooks.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

6. Front End Loader – John Butts, Director of Public Works. 

 

 Request approval to purchase one (1) each Front End Loader. 

  

LOW BIDDER Low Country Machinery (JCB Loader) $110,200.00 

SECOND PLACE Industrial Tractor Company (John Deere) $120,200.00 

THIRD PLACE Yancey (Caterpillar) $137,732.00 

 

 

Commissioner Harvey made a motion to accept the bid from Industrial Tractor Company 

(John Deere) for $120,200.00, motion seconded by Commissioner Spaulding.   

 

After further discussion about the impressive buy back package from the Commission choice 

to purchase the John Deere Front End Loader the motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

7. Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program – Cathy Haney, Planning and Research Specialist, 

 Brunswick Police Department. 

 

Cathy Haney, Planning and Research Specialist, requested approval from the Commission to 

go forward with the Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the Brunswick Police Department to apply 

for the Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program, motion seconded by Commissioner Harvey.  

The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

COMMISSIONER SPAULDING’S ITEM(S) 

 

8. State of the Cemeteries. 

 

 Commissioner Spaulding moved this item for discussion to append to item #16. 

 

9. Water Bills – Cut off notices. 

 

Commissioner Spaulding discussed that elderly/ low-income families’ water was cut off due 

to lack of notice, and that the Commission needs to try to adopt another method of sending 

out the disconnect notice.   

 

After further discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion that a separate notice from 

the customer regular bill will be sent out, that the notices are sent out in a timely matter to 

give customers an opportunity to pay their bill, lastly he continued with the City will 

discontinue cutting off more water then it can restore.  This motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Brooks and the motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

10. Signage advertising Downtown District 

 

Commissioner Spaulding, with the assistance of Mathew Hill, Director of Downtown 

Development Authority, discussed pursuing historic signage at the outer sections of 

downtown.  Commission Spaulding mentioned that the signage would accommodate areas 

entering downtown from Gloucester Street, Highway 341, and other areas to direct 

individuals to the shopping district, the Farmer’s Market, and the Mary Ross Park.   



 4 

 

COMMISSIONER BROOKS’ ITEMS 

 

11. Youth Advisory Council 

 

Commissioner Brooks discussed with the Commission to consider having a Youth Advisor 

Council who would be City residents.  The Commission will appoint the youth and the youth 

will be asked to discuss their issues with the Commission once a month.   

 

Commissioner Spaulding discussed with the Commissioners and the Mayor meeting with 

Commissioner Brooks individually to give him supportive ideas on how they would like to 

see this council structure.  He further stated that the Commission could meet with the City 

Manager and City Attorney to plan some ideas on structuring the Youth Advisory Council. 

 

Further discussion continued about how to select the candidates, the students will serve on 

the council would be chosen from Junior High and High School, and a path of assistance 

from the schools for their nominations for the Youth Advisory Council.   

 

After further discussion, the Mayor recommended that this item would be discussed further at 

the next City Commission meeting. 

 

12. Concerned Citizens for Historical Preservation - Anita Collins. 

 

Ms. Anita Collins, a City of Brunswick resident, read a statement that was previously 

prepared to present to the Glynn County Commissioners, she stated she was denied by the 

Glynn County Commissioners of presenting her statement.  Ms. Collins concluded her 

presentation requesting the Brunswick City Commission to ask the Glynn County 

Commission to transfer the deed of Selden Park to the City of Brunswick, or annex Selden 

Park into the City of Brunswick.  

 

13. Brunswick Women’s Association for Community Improvements – Elaine Brown, Cathy 

 Browning, Audrey Muhammad and Vivian Johnson. 

 

Elaine Brown, a City of Brunswick resident, spoke to the Commission regarding some 

reports her organization have been receiving about issues with the Brunswick Police 

Department, and also request that the City of Brunswick needed to change the policy with the 

Police Department requiring the officers to be residents of the City of Brunswick. 

 

Audrey Muhammad, a City of Brunswick resident, presented the Commission her concerns 

and experience on the matters she had to go through regarding her son while he was placed in 

custody at the Glynn County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

After Ms. Muhammad concerns were presented the Mayor, informed Ms. Muhammad that 

Commissioner Brooks would look into the questions that were addressed regarding the Glynn 

County Sheriff’s Office.   

 

Cathy Browning, with the Brunswick Women’s Association for Community Improvements, 

requested the Commission to look into the complaints that the women before her spoke of 

regarding the City of Brunswick residents that are in custody at the Glynn County Sheriff’s 

office. 

 

Vivian Johnson, a City of Brunswick resident, expressed concerns about an invitation that 

was sent out to the City officials to discuss issues regarding the Brunswick Police 

Department, and only Commissioner Brooks came to the meeting.  Ms. Johnson also shared 

with the Commission an incident that involved a resident being mistreated and his witnesses 

being harassed by the Brunswick Police Department. 
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CITY ATTORNEY’S ITEM(S) 

 

14. Jay’s Lounge. 

 

City Attorney stated that Jay’s Lounge is in need of an establishment to reside business.  

Jay’s Lounge has decided to resume business on Albany Street, where the old Double Eagle 

was located.  City Attorney advised the Commission further that the business did not need to 

get a new business license.  The other consideration was the distance to the local church, 

which did not apply to the particular location where Jay’s Lounge has selected to resume 

business.   

 

The owner of Jay’s Lounge, Bruce Carreker, was present.  Mr. Carreker spoke briefly that he 

has currently employed three of Brunswick Police officer’s; along with four other individuals 

that he hired to do security at the establishment. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

15. Animal Control Services. (B.Thompson) 

 

The Mayor presented a letter for discussion that was presented to the City of Brunswick from 

Commissioner Tony Thaw, with the Glynn County Board of Commissioners.  Mayor 

Thompson continued the discussion by advising that Glynn County Animal Services 

Director, Marcia Stewart, and employees have encountered recurring problems regarding the 

City of Brunswick Animal Control Officers.  The Mayor discussed that the letter proposed a 

change in fees, a change of employment for the employees from City to County and the City 

fund those employees, and the City provide a truck replacement every third year. 

 

Commissioner Brooks recommended that the Chief of Police, City Manager, City Attorney 

and Mayor to meet to construct a contract for the City Animal Control Services.  Mayor Pro-

Tem Williams added that he would like to have that contract bought back to the full 

Commission for review.  This discussion was concluded with the Mayor goals to return at the 

next City Commission meeting with the proposed contract.   

 

16. Cemeteries (B. Thompson and J. Brooks) 

 

Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks 

seconded the motion to adopt the resolution to resolve the funds from the cemetery fund.  

The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem 

Williams seconded the motion unanimously adopting the following ordinance:   

 

 

RESOLUTION DISSOLVING THE CEMETERY TRUST FUND OF THE 

CITY OF BRUNSWICK 

 

 WHEREAS, ten years ago the Cemetery Trust Fund of the City of Brunswick 

was established by the City Commission to provide for the maintenance and 

upkeep of Greenwood and Palmetto cemeteries and for acquisition of additional 

cemetery land; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cemetery Fund has accumulated significant amounts of 

money from cemetery operational sources and a very small amount of private 

contributions; and   

 

 WHEREAS, there was a trickle of donations at the inception of the Cemetery 

Fund, there have been no significant donations in subsequent years; and 
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 WHEREAS, no moneys have been provided for the upkeep and maintenance of 

Greenwood and Palmetto cemeteries out of the Cemetery Fund, nor have any such 

moneys been used in land acquisition; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Greenwood and Palmetto cemeteries need significant maintenance 

and upkeep and additional land is needed for burial space; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the purposes of cemetery upkeep, maintenances and acquisition of 

burial space can best be served by using the moneys in the Cemetery Fund.   

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cemetery Trust Fund of the City of 

Brunswick and the Board of Trustees shall be dissolved; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager direct the Finance 

Director to take immediate control of the assets of the Cemetery Fund and liquidate 

any investments of the Cemetery Fund in a prudent manner; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proceeds from the liquidation of the 

Cemetery Fund be deposited in the General Fund of the City of Brunswick; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proceeds from the liquidation be 

used to maintain and upkeep Greenwood and Palmetto cemeteries, to acquire 

additional land for burial space and to address the needs of the City Commission 

and the City Manager. 

 

SO RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF BRUNSWICK 

THIS 6
th

  DAY OF JUNE, 2007. 

   

       By: ________________________ 

                Bryan Thompson, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________ 

      Georgia Marion, City Clerk 

 
Discussion continued regarding the cemetery with Commissioner Brooks making a motion 

for the handling of Cemetery records, the transfer of the current records and duties to be 

removed from the City Clerk’s office and transferred over to Public Works.  The motion 

seconded by Commissioner Harvey.  After further discussion the motion passed by a vote of 

5 to 0. 

 

The Public Works Director, John Butts, presented the proposed fees and regulations for the 

cemetery.   

 

Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks 

seconded the motion to adopt the proposed fees, excluding the proposed regulations at this 

time.  The motion passed unanimously approving the following: 
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 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Williams seconded the motion to 

hold an Executive Session to discuss Personnel and Litigation Issues.  The motion passed by 

a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

Meeting back in session. 

 

There was no action taken. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Williams seconded the motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED. 

                                                                            

                     /s/ Bryan Thompson   

                                                                                             Bryan Thompson, Mayor  

 

 

Attest: /s/ Matasha Jones                                                    

                    Matasha Jones, Asst. City Clerk 

 

 

 


