
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007 AT 6:30 P. M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2
ND

 FLOOR 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Bryan Thompson, Commissioners Jonathan Williams, Cornell Harvey, Mark  

                      Spaulding and James H. Brooks, Sr. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Bryan Thompson called the meeting to order. 

 

INVOCATION:  Commissioner Cornell Harvey gave the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:    Everyone in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance in unison.  

  

DISCUSSION 

 

1. Reschedule September 19 Commission meeting. (B.Thompson) 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Williams  

       seconded the motion rescheduling the September 19, 2007 meeting to September 20, 2007 at 6:30    

       p.m.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

2. Closing the 1700 block of Newcastle Street Lane. (B.Thompson) 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Williams  

       seconded the motion approving the request to close the 1700 block of Newcastle Street Lane. 

       The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0.  

 

3.    Cemetery Fees. (B.Thompson) 

 

       Mayor Thompson reported that the Cemetery Committee met and discussed the  

       proposed increase on late burials, Sunday funerals and Monday funerals. 

 

       Abram Brown stated his concerns about not being able to have a Sunday funeral and the upkeep 

       of the cemeteries. 

         

        Commissioner Spaulding made a motion to adopt the changes to the cemetery policy  

        immediately.  Commissioner Williams seconded the motion.  The Commission continued to  

        discuss the cemetery issues.  Commissioner Spaulding withdrew his previous motion, and made   

        a motion to adopt the amendments and cemetery fee increase effective on January 1, 2008.   

        Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

ITEM(S) TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL 

 

4. Minutes of August 15, 2007. (G. Marion)          

       

       Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the motion to approve  

       the minutes of the meeting August 15, 2007.  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

5. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWAL/NEW 

 

Longhorn’s Steakhouse located at 1000 Golden Isles Parkway to retail Distilled Spirits consumed 

on premises.  Manager David Gandee.            

 

       The Chief of Police recommended granting an alcoholic beverage license to Longhorn Steak House 

       at 1000 Golden Isles Parkway to retail distilled spirits for consumption on premises. 

 

       Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion granting  

       an alcoholic beverage license to retail distilled spirits for consumption on premises at Longhorn  

       Steak House, 1000 Golden Isles Parkway.  The manager is David Gandee. 
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6. Consider adopting Resolution for CSX Railroad Permit. (S. Belcher) 

 

       Steve Belcher representing Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. requested the adoption of a resolution   

       to construct a pipeline under the tracks owned by CSX Transportaion, Inc. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Williams  

       seconded the motion unanimously adopting the following resolution: 

 

 
7. Bid recommendation for the Water Meter Replacement Program. (S. Belcher)   

 

       Steve Belcher representing Stantec Consulting Services, Inc submitted a contract change order for  

       installation of water meters by Tommie L Griffin Heating and Plumbing in the amount of  

       $865,161.50  

        

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Brooks  

       seconded the motion authorizing the City Manager to execute the Change order.  The motion  

       passed by vote of 5 to 0. 
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        Steve Belcher representing Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. submitted a letter of  

        recommendation to extend the contract for water meter replacement in the entire City.  He  

        recommended that the purchase of Badger meters at the previously agreed price and also        

        recommended an extension of the current installation contract for purchasing and installing the  

        remaining meters for the cost of $2,129,952.80 

 

        Following a discussion, Commissioner Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Williams  

        seconded the motion authorizing the City Manager to execute the contract.  The motion passed by  

        vote of 5 to 0.  

 

8. Bid recommendation for the Natural Gas Supply to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  (S.Belcher) 

  

       Steve Belcher, representing Stantec Consulting Services submitted a letter of recommendation of  

       Award from GMA for a contract for a natural gas supplier for the sludge drying unit at Brunswick  

       Academy Creek.  He recommended that the contract be awarded to Walton, Inc. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded          

 the motion awarding the contract for a natural gas supplier to Walton, Inc.  The motion passed by  

       vote of 5 to 0. 

 

9.    Quit Claim Deed for Blanche Richardson to ½ of rear alley of Lots 157, 158, 159, & 160 of  

       Lawrenceville SD. (L.Frey) 

       

        Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion  

        authorizing the Mayor to execute the quit claim deed to Blanche Richardson.  The motion passed  

        by vote of 5 to 0.  

 

CITY MANAGER’S ITEM(S) 

 

10. Ratify cost of repair work on Bay Street.            

 

       The City Engineer explained the emergency repair for the water main that broke causing damage to  

       a large section of Bay Street from curb to curb on August 20, 2007.  He stated that he contacted  

       Tommie L. Griffin Plumbing and Heating to repair two leaks and contacted Merritt Construction  

       and Seaboard Construction to the repair the sub-grade and the asphalt.  Merritt Construction was  

       chosen to do the repairs pointing out that  Seaboard timetable was in three weeks to make  

       the repairs. The cost of $181,228.61 was quoted to complete the repairs.  He requested that the  

       Commission approve the cost for repairs.  

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Williams made a motion and Commissioner Harvey  

       seconded the motion approving the cost for repairing Bay Street Water main in the amount  

       of $181,228.61,  The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0.  

 

11. Emergency Call Box on Sidney Lanier Bridge. 

     

       The City Manager reported that he have not received a response from the DOT concerning an  

       emergency call box on Sidney Lanier Bridge. 

 

12. Magnolia Park Ditch. 

 

       The City Engineer reported that a survey of the property was completed and found ten feet of the  

       ditch is on the owners property.   

 

       The City Manager was instructed by Mayor Thompson to call Mr. Armstrong and update him on  

       the results of the survey. 

 

MAYOR THOMPSON’S ITEM(S) 

 

13. Ordinance in reference to Pawn Shops securing fire arms after hours. 

 

       Mayor Thompson discussed Pawn Shops and gun dealers securing firearms.  He recommended  

        that guidelines be put in place for securing firearms to make it difficult for firearms to be stolen  
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        from these businesses.  Mayor Thompson  stated that a work session would be scheduled at the  

        first meeting in October to discuss securing firearms. 

 

14. Bay Street Public Works’ Yard. 

 

       Mayor Thompson requested that 1.79 acres on Bay Street vacated by Public Works be transferred  

       to the Downtown Development Association. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Commissioner Spaulding  

       seconded the motion to transfer 1.79 acres on Bay Street to the Downtown Development  

       Authority. 

 

15. WI-FI GRID 

 

        Mayor Thompson stated that funding was available  through the State for the wi-fi-grid for public  

        safety. 

 

        Chris  Maritn, Information Technology Specialist discussed the use of wireless surveillance  

        camera’s and hot spot to access the surveillance cameras.  He suggested places to place the  

        wireless surveillance cameras at City Hall, Fire Stations, on the roof of the Police Department. 

 

        Mr. Martin was instructed to set up meetings with the Commission to discuss the wi-fi-grid. 

 

COMMISSIONER HARVEY’S ITEM(S) 

 

16. Expiration of terms on Joint Water/Sewer Committee and possible appointments. 

 

       Commissioner Harvey stated that the terms for serving on the Joint Water/Sewer Committee has  

       expired for Commissioner Mark Spaulding and Mayor Pro-Tem Jonathan Williams. 

 

       Commissioner Spaulding expressed the desire of he and Mayor Pro-Tem Williams continuing to  

       serving on the Joint Water /Sewer Committee until January 1, 2008. 

 

       Following a discussion, Commissioner Harvey requested that the Joint Water/Sewer Committee  

       Appointments be placed on Agenda for September 20, 2007.  

      

COMMISSIONER BROOKS’ ITEM(S) 

 

Commissioner Brooks requested that Agenda Item #21 Surveillance Cameras be taken off the Agenda. 

 

17. Youth Advisory Committee. 

 

        Commissioner Brooks requested that the each Commission appoint two youths and the Mayor  

        appoint three youths to serve on the Youth Advisory Committee.  He pointed out that it would be  

        an odd number of  committee members (eleven) Middle School and High School Students. 

 

       Commissioner Williams recommended appointing only High School Students giving the reason  

       that seventeen year olds  would not mix in with twelve year olds. He was an  educator for 33  

       years.   

  

       Commissioner Spaulding  agreed with having only 9-12 graders server on the committee. 

         

       Mayor Thompson stated that the age groups of middle and high school students does not mix. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks stated that he begged to differ, pointing out that gifted middle school  

       students are mature because his son is a gifted student.  He stated that everything has changed in 33  

       years. 

 

       Commissioner Harvey agreed with everyone.  He pointed out that the Commission can appoint a  

        middle school student who has the ability to serve on the committee. 

 

       The City Attorney would present a resolution for the the creation of a Youth Advisory Committee  

       at the rescheduled Commission meeting on September 20, 2007. 
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       The City Manager or Assistant City Manger would serve as an Advisor and the Youth Advisory  

       Council would function like the Student Council.  

    

18. Curfew Ordinance. 

 

       The City Attorney would present a Curfew Ordinance at the rescheduled Commission Meeting on  

       September 20, 2007. 

 

19. Saggy Pants Ordinance. 

  

       Commissioner Brooks stated that he researched and found that other Cities is pursuing a Saggy  

       Pants Ordinance.  He pointed out that he is not targeting women and bra straps as reported by the  

       Brunswick News only saggy pants.  He requested that the legal Department come back at a later  

       date with results that would be beneficial to put an Ordinance in place. 

 

       A work session would be scheduled at the first meeting in October to discuss the Saggy Pants  

       Ordinance. 

      

20. Use of Time Clocks for City employees. 

 

       Commissioner Brooks stated that there is no structure at City Hall a lot of employees are missing  

        from their desks and no accountability,  He stated that he would like to have a palm time clock  

        installed for all City Employees to clock in to work and out from work, to stop the misuse of time  

        by employees.  

 

        Following a discussion, the Commission scheduled a work session for the first meeting in October  

        to discuss the Time Clock and also meet with the Finance Director. 

         

21. Surveillance Cameras. 

 

      This item was discussed along with Agenda item # 15. 

 

      Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Williams seconded the motion to adjourn    

      the meeting. The motion passed by vote of 5 to 0. 

 

      MEETING ADJOURNED. 

 

                                                                                              /s/ Bryan Thompson    

                                                                                               Bryan Thompson, Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest: /s/ Georgia Marion    

            Georgia Marion, City Clerk 



 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

DELEGATION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007 AT 6:00 P.M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2
ND

 FLOOR 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order. 

 

DELEGATION(S) 

 

       Mayor Thompson announced that these presentations to the Commission are not discussions or  

       debates it gives the Commission an opportunity to hear issues of possible reverent in the  

       Community and Commissioners have an option at a later date to bring this forward to an  

       Agenda item. 

 

1. Vivian Johnson to address the Anguilla Freedom Project, Inc. 

    

       Vivian Johnson speaking on behalf of the Anguilla Freedom Project announced that a Gun Buy  

        Back is scheduled for September 15
th

 at Howard Coffin Park between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 

        to 3:00 p.m.  She stated that this will show the community a positive working relationship between 

        organizations and the Brunswick Police Department.   It is also an attempt to get some of the guns  

        off the streets and out of the hands of our young people who are using it to hurt or kill someone.  

        She asked if this is an answer to the crime problem.  She answered no. But it must start  

        somewhere and it will take many different avenues to find the right solutions.  She mentioned  

        some concerns about problems in the community past and present and pointed out it would take an  

        effort by everyone and especially the Commission working together with the entire community. 

        In closing she said “We need to take back our community one day at a time”. 

         

        Mayor Thompson thanked Mrs. Johnson for her comments. 

 

2.  Elaine Brown, Brunswick Women’s Association for Community Improvements, in reference to 

  Citizen Police Review Board. 

 

         Elaine Brown mentioned that she has come before the Commission several times for the same  

         issue and what disturbs her is that once again she have been relegated to this irrelevant part of the  

         agenda.  She further stated that she have asked to be placed on the Regular Agenda, but have been  

         refused and she spoke with the City Manager and found that the present City Commission have  

         not even had the courtesy to develop rules according to the requirement of the City Charter.  To  

         adopt rules for people to come and make presentations and determine how the City would  

         proceed in their daily operations.  She mentioned that none of the Commission is bothered by this  

         and felt that the more the Community know about this the more the Commission would be  

         concerned about it. 

 

         Elaine Brown stated that she do not believe that the biggest problem here is what is going on in  

         the poorer community, but where the black community is under some sort of assault because they  

         are being criminalized even as she speaks.  Pointing out that there is a delusion of a crime wave   

         going on and a continuous to drive the community into a Police State.  She mentioned several  

         things a million dollar weed and seed grant with no community input; the beating of a man by the  

         Police; assaults on the people by the Police; overcrowding in the jail; the school system here is at  

         The bottom of the Nation; no programs here for jobs with the high unemployment rate and high  

         Poverty among Black people in this City.  She stated that the City should be looking a something  

         meaningful such as getting jobs, public transportation and addressing the school system, instead of  

         saying the community have suddenly become violent and crime ridden.  Trust could be created  

         between the citizens and Police by the creating a Citizens Review Board as she suggested many  

         times because the Police force is majority white and do not live in the City of Brunswick. She  

         stated that she spoke with Commissioner Brooks about a model review board and would like to  

         leave it with the City Manger so that the Commission could review it and consider it  and not push    

         it to the side and suddenly make all the Black people in this City criminals who have to give up  

         their guns for a volatile situation that could be resolved by a Citizens review board. 

 



 2 

 

         Elaine Brown thanked the Commission for the minutes given to her and submitted the proposal  

         for a Citizens Review Board to the City Manager. 

 

         Mayor Thompson thanked Ms. Brown for her comments. 

 

       

                                                                                           /s/ Bryan Thompson   

                                                                                           Bryan Thompson, Mayor 

 

 

 

      Attest: /s/ Georgia Marion   

                  Georgia Marion, City Clerk  


