
MINUTES 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. 

OLD CITY HALL 

1229 NEWCASTLE STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
 

PRESENT:   Honorable Mayor Bryan Thompson, Mayor Pro-Tem Mark Spaulding,    

Commissioner James H. Brooks, Sr., and Commissioner Cornell Harvey  

ABSENT:      Commissioner Jonathan Williams               

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Thompson 

INVOCATION: Mayor Pro-Tem Mark Spaulding     

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Recited by all in attendance 

 

RECOGNITION(S), PRESENTATION(S) & AWARD(S) 

1. Recognition - City of Brunswick Recreation Soccer Team.  (C. Harvey)   

Shawn Williams, Soccer Coach, introduced and congratulated the Coastal Outreach Soccer 

Team for winning second place in the Georgia Recreational Tournament.  The team Captains 

Jonathan Davis and Jaelin Williams expressed to the Commission what being a member of 

the team meant to them and thanked the Commission for supporting the team. 

PUBLIC HEARING(S) – LAND USE 

2. Variance Petition No. 09-09, Otis Herrington, agent petitioning to reduce the front yard and 

side yard setback requirements in order to construct a shed.  Subject parcel is owned by 

Isaiah Chester, located at 1410 H Street.  (A. Glaeser)    

Arne Gleaser, City Planner, gave a presentation of the above-referenced petition.  He 

reported that staff was not in favor of granting petition.  He stated that staff cannot evaluate 

the variance petition against the three variance criteria because the applicant failed to declare 

a hardship existing on the subject parcel.  He stated if petition is granted that approval be 

conditioned so that all development is in substantial compliance with the development 

concept plan date stamped 11/9/09.   

Mayor Thompson asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor or opposition of the 

proposed petition. 

No one came forth to speak in favor or opposition of the petition. 

Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion to 

grant the above-referenced petition.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0.  

3. Variance Petition No. 09-10 from Mr. Wilson Marion, owner, requests a reduction in the 

front yard and side yard setback requirements in order to make legal a carport located on 

1711 Tillman Avenue.  (A. Glaeser)   

Arne Gleaser, City Planner, gave a presentation of the above-referenced petition.  He 

reported that staff was not in favor of granting petition.  He stated that request did not meet 

any of the variance criteria.  He stated if petition is granted that approval be conditioned so 

that all development is in substantial compliance with the development concept plan date 
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stamped 11/16/09 and no portion of the carport can be located closer than __ inches from the 

south property boundary or closer than __ inches from the east property boundary.   

Mayor Thompson asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor or opposition of the 

proposed petition. 

The following people addressed the Commission: 

1. Robert A.  Gamble              In Favor 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding seconded the motion to 

grant the above-referenced petition with the condition that carport be moved out of the 

Tillman Avenue right-of-way and placed completely on the subject parcel.  The motion 

passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0.    

ITEM(S) TO CONSIDER FOR APPROVAL 

4. Minutes of the November 18, 2009 Work Session and Regular Scheduled Meetings. (N. 

Atkinson)     

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion 

approving the above-referenced work session.  The motion passed by a vote of 3 to 1; with 

Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding abstaining as he was not in attendance. 

Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding seconded the motion 

approving the above-referenced regular scheduled meeting minutes.  The motion passed 

unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

5. Financial Reports as of October 31, 2009.  (M. Hendley) 

Martha Hendley, Finance Director, gave a brief overview of the above-referenced reports. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion to 

approve the above-referenced reports.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

6. Group Health Insurance Plan Changes.  (B. Roberts)  

Linda Ford, Human Resources, requested approval for changes in the city’s group health 

insurance plan; which would result in an increase in co-pays, deductible and COBRA. 

Mike Maloy, McGinty-Gordon and Associates, gave a recap of the City’s Medical Plan 

history and annual expenses.   

Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding seconded the motion 

approving proposal #1.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

7. Approval of Excess Group Health Insurance.  (B. Roberts) 

Linda Ford, Human Resources, requested approval for excess group health care insurance 

coverage. 

Mike Maloy, McGinty-Gordon and Associates, gave an overview for excess group health 

care insurance coverage and recommended Star Global insurance carrier. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion 

approving the purchase of excess coverage from Star Global for $282,188.  The motion 

passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

8. Renewal Alcohol Beverage License(s).  (E. Johnson) 
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Chief Johnson, Police Department, requested approval of twenty-five renewal licenses (list of 

renewals attached).  She reported that the renewal for Fox’s Pizza Den, had been removed 

from list at the request of the City Attorney’s Office.    

Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion to 

approve the renewal licenses.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

9. Neighborhood Stabilization Program – Administrative Approval.  (E. VanOtteren) 

Eric VanOtteren, Economic Development Director, requested approval for the City Manager 

or his designee, to approve settlement statements (HUD-1) and other forms related to the sale 

of the NSP houses by the Southeast Georgia Community Land Trust. 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion 

authorizing the City Manager or his designee, to approve settlement statements (HUD-1) and 

other forms related to the sale of NSP houses by the Southeast Georgia Community Land 

Trust.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

10. Additional Scope of Work – Howard Coffin Park Soil Remediation.  (W. Weeks) 

Bill Weeks, Assistant City Manager, requested approval of changes to scope of work and 

accompanying project cost increase related to the Howard Coffin Park Soil Remediation 

Project.   

Commissioner Harvey made a motion and Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding seconded the motion to 

approve the additional scope of work as outlined and the incremental expenditures of 

$64,365 to be funded by CDBG Entitlement Grant funds.  The motion passed unanimously 

by a vote of 4 to 0. 

COMMISSIONER BROOKS’ ITEM(S) 

11. Proposed Amendments to the Alcohol License.   

Commissioner Brooks asked the Commission to consider amending the Alcoholic Beverage 

Ordinance to require anyone working in a night club and or bar and grill especially 

employees serving alcohol to have a criminal background check and be finger printed. 

It was the consensus of the Commission to have this item placed on the December 16, 2009 

agenda for consideration of approval.  

CITY ATTORNEY’S ITEM(S) 

12. City Attorneys Items: Cable Franchise Fee Percentage Resolution.   

M. Lynn Frey III, City Attorney, requested approval of the above-referenced resolution. 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion and Commissioner Harvey seconded the motion 

approving the resolution.  The motion passed unanimously by a vote of 4 to 0. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Thompson asked if there was a need for an executive session; there being none 

Mayor Pro-Tem Spaulding made a motion and Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion to   

adjourn.  The motion passed by a vote of 4 to 0. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED  

 

       /s/ Bryan Thompson    

       Bryan Thompson, Mayor 
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Attest: /s/ Naomi Atkinson    

            Naomi Atkinson, City Clerk 


