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TREE BOARD






April 9, 2024
OFFICIAL MINUTES





Regular Scheduled Meeting

Board & Staff Present:

Jill Wright, Bonyetta Brison-Kitts, Anne Baptiste, Rick Charnock, Chris Jones, Chelse Hill
Other Attendees:

Adelle Tyson, Brad Brown, Laurie Lohne, Becky Whetzell

Call to order 4:04 PM
Public comment:
None
400 Blk of Union St

Chris and Rick presented to the Board a proposal to remove four pine trees and two crape myrtles in the 400 Blk of Union St based on the damage roots were doing to the street.

Public comment:

Laurie Lohne showed pictures to the Board and expressed opposition to the removal of the Pine Trees. She indicated that the damage seemed to be related to the Crape Myrtles. She further noted that the Pine Trees were host to a pair of Great Horned owls.
Mr. Brad Brown also expressed opposition to the removal of the pine trees noting that the Trees had been there and the damage to the road had been present since the 80s. He recommended that the City do the milling to the street that is needed without removing the trees.
Ms. Becky Whetzell noted that she supported removal of the Crape Myrtles but felt that the Pines should be left alone. 


Rick stated that he had conferred with Engineering and felt removal of the Trees was best practice. He further explained that the City having been formally notified of the damage to the road creates liability for the City if it is not addressed expeditiously.

Ashby asked if an Arborist has reviewed the Tree. Rick clarified that it had not been. Jill asked if there is a timeframe for the resurfacing/replacement of the road. Rick indicated that there is no set timeframe yet. 

Anne noted that while she agreed that the Crape Myrtles should come out she asked Rick how the City would be addressing the root systems for permanent removal. Rick reviewed the options for the board.

Board discussion:

Ashby noted that the replanted trees could create the same type of issues with the street. Rick stated that he would propose replacement with another species.

Jill stated that she had observed the pavement but stated that she did not view the pavement as an issue. Jill stated that she was not in favor of removing the Pine Trees and would support doing the milling the road and leaving the pine trees in place for the time being. 

Hiring an arborist to assess the tree was discussed by the Board. 

Rick explained that the City does not necessarily need the Board to approve the removal of the trees if the City Engineer finds that it is an issue of safety.

Ashby motioned to recommend that the City remove the two Crape Myrtles and to received arborist advice on the Pine Trees and whether they could survive milling. Sue seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Chelsea Hill on CCGA Arbor Day Planting

Chelsea brought a proposal from her contact with the College of Coastal Georgia (CCGA). The board asked questions about proposed location and species. Chelsea agreed to get clarity and reach out to the Board for guidance.

Approval of Minutes

Anne motioned to defer the January minutes to the May meeting and to accept the March minutes. Jill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

Asby volunteered to be the Vice-Chair for the meeting and Jill indicated that she was willing to continue in the role of Chair.

Anne motioned to have Jill be Chair and Ashby Vice-Chair. Jill seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
Draft submission to GA Releaf 

Ashby sent the final report out to the Board for review and went over the final details. She stated that if there were no edits she would get everything submitted.
RFP Resiliency Plan
Ashby reviewed the proposed RFP for the resiliency plan. She read through the scope of work section and noted that the timeline would be one year. Ashby explained that the scope of work included a tree inventory which may be too ambitious but that the proposals may give us an idea of the feasibility and cost of that portion.

The Board discussed potential consultant groups to reach out to.

Ashby explained that she would present the proposals to the Board for review and help with selection.

GA Cities Week

Jill asked about Cities Week and if the Tree Board should be involved. Chris recommended that they not, stating that it was late in the game to become involved and that the events were largely organized through the City Manager’s office.

Fall event planning

Jill stated that she wanted this on the Agenda so that we can begin to brainstorm about potential ideas. Chris asked if the GIFT sign dedication could be tied in since the unveiling was planned for Fall. Chris stated that the Lover’s Oak festival went very well and suggested repeating that.
Staff items

Rick updated the Board on the replanting after the Albany St stormwater improvements. Live Oaks were being planted in the 2000 Block. Rick stated that there were two pine trees that could be removed and replaced with Live Oaks if the Board considers it prudent.

Chris stated that he followed up with Forward Brunswick and that they were fine with the removal of the dead oaks planted in Mary Ross.

Next meeting will be May 14th at 4pm

Motion to adjourn by Bonyetta. Seconded by Bonyetta passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 6pm
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